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The Offices of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade are at 73, Basinghall Street, London, H.C. — 
red telegraphic address, “ Advantage, London ; “ig Code, 5th 
Edition A.B.C.; telephone number, 12807 Central. y" statement 
of the objects and work of the Branch will be found on p. 400. 
Attention is directed to the Sample Room at the above address, 
the latest additions to which are the following :— 


Reference in “ Board 
of Trade Journal,” 





Samples. 








Date. Page. 


Woollen Blanket required byEgyptian Prisons Department | 25th Feb., 1909 
Standard F.A.Q. Western Australian Wheat of 1908-9 ... 389 
“Vegetable” Asbestos produced in Changking ese w. | 24th Dec., 1908 | 620 
Silk from Wild Cocoons in Manchuria ... ae conf AUGR 574 
“ Machetes’’ sold in Panama oe # 546 
Cardigan Jackets and “ Shal” sold at Diarbekir .. on 10th a 494 
Rice and Cotton from Bolivia one eee --- | 12th Nov. 333 
Cotton Goods sold in Turkey cee ove cee ose . 204 
Bean Oil from Japan .. eee eve eee ove 184 
Filasse produced from Ramie fibre ... eve ove ces 129 
Copper Ore from Trebizond . oes ose ove ese 128 
Natal grown Maize ... - éee one pam yy me 130 
Cloaks and Jacket worn at Mosul ... one occ an 606 
Tobacco-seeds from Smyrna... ooo | 1 577 
Cotton Prints of Spanish origin sold at Adrianople 532 
Braces of French make, and Hinge, Knife and Fork of 

American make, sold in Bahia _... eas cee _ 466 
Ramie Fabrics woven in Wuchang .. 487 
Rope and Twine manufactured from the Caranday Palm 

in Argentina... «| 16th July 136 
Shelf Hardware of American make ‘sold in ‘Canada Rok, pe *. 107 
Polishing Grass from Antung one a eee 99 139 
Antimony refined at Wuchow ait ond . 35 


*.* Particulars are given on p. “399. skeatiies the Register of 
British firms who may desire to receive Confidential Information 
relative to their respective trades. 

Trade Enquiry Offices have been established at 73, Basinghall 
Street, E.C., by the Governments of the Dominion of Canada 
and Queensland. A list of Colonial Trade Enquiry Offices will be 
found on p. 400. 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE, 


BRITISH INDIA. | 
The Directors of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway Company 
are prepared to receive tenders for the supply 
of the following stores, namely :—Plumbago 
crucibles, galvanised buckets, pans, &c., station 
bells, bib cocks, &c., firebricks, lamps and lamp 














Railway 
Materials and 
Stores. 
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BRITISH _INDIA—continued. 


fittings, lamp glasses, &c., platelayers’ tools, metals, stationery, &c., 
cloths, &c., steel rails and fishplates, steel fishbolts and chair bolts, 
cast-iron chairs, crank and straight axles, lorry wheels, axles; &c., 
and water cranes. 

Specifications and forms of tender may be obtained at the 
Company’s Offices, 48, Copthall Avenue, London, E.C., on pay- 
ment of the fee for the specification, which payment will not be 
returned. Tenders must be delivered in sealed envelopes, 
addressed to the Secretary, marked “tender for Plumbago 
Crucibles,” or, as the case may be, not later than 11 a.m., on the 
4th March. The Directors do not bind themselves. to accept. the 
lowest or any tender. 


The Board of Directors of the Madras and Southern Mahratta 
Railway Company, Limited, are prepared to 

=~ a receive tenders for the supply of steel rails and 
P fishplates, in accordance with the specification 

which may be seen at the Offices of the Company, 91, York Street, 
Westminster, London, S.W. ‘The charge for each specification j 38 
one guinea, which will not be returned. Tenders must be sent in 
addressed to the Secretary, marked ‘‘ Tender for Steel Rails and 
Fishplates” not later than noon on the 5th March, 1909. ‘The 
Directors do not bind themselves to accept the lowest or any tender. 





CANADA, 


The following commercial enquiries have been received at the 
Senieeweted Offices of the High Commissioner for Canada, 17, 
i ceitiihen Victoria Street, London, 8.W., whence further 

4 information regarding them may be obtained :— 
HOME ENQUIRIES. 

A London firm are desirous of getting into communication with 
Canadian leather manufactuvers requiring supplies of raw sheep 
skins and other skins and hides. 

A correspondent in Yorkshire wishes to secure the representation 
in Great Britain of some Canadian firms exporting agricultural and 
other produce. 

A London firm wish to get into touch with Canadian producers 
of blue amianthus. 

A Dundee firm manufacturing jute goods of all descriptions are 
prepared to appoint as agents energetic and reliable men or firms 
in Montreal, Toronto, London (Ontario), Hamilton and Winnipeg. 

A Manchester firm manufacturing revolving and stationary rubber 
heels, buffers sheeting, mats, brake blocks, horse shoe pads, valves, 
and all kinds of mechanical goods, wish to hear from parties in 
Canada dealing with leather and grindery merchants who might be 
prepared to take up their agency. 
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CANADA — continued. 


A Sheffield firm of cutlery and plate manufacturers wish to 
appoint agents in various parts of Canada. 

Enquiry has been made by a Yorkshire firm of tool steel and file 
manufacturers for the names of reliable persons in Canada whom 
they might appoint as their agents. 


CANADIAN ENQUIRIES. 


A Canadian firm wish to get into touch with United Kingdom 
manufacturers of grouting machines for mixing cement, sand and 
water to be poured in between terra-cotta blocks by power pressure. 

The Liverpool office of a British Columbia firm has requested to 
be placed in communication with United Kingdom manufacturers 
of hardware, metal and earthenware goods who are looking for 
Canadian business. 

A Toronto firm are desirous of securing the Canadian agency of 
a first-class manufacturer in Great Britain of jute, flax and hemp 
cordage. 

Enquiry has been made by a Nova Scotia firm manufacturing 
broom handles, dowels, shade rollers, tent poles and other turned 
woods, for the names of likely United Kingdom importers of such 

oods. 
: A Canadian correspondent who is now in London makes enquiry 
for the names of United Kingdom buyers of wood fibre or wood 
wool. 

A British Columbia firm wish to secure the agency of a first-class 
firm of Sheffield cutlery manufacturers. 


Note——For further information regarding any of the above» 
application should be made to the High Commissioner for Canada, 
17, Victoria Street, London, S.W. 


« * * * 


The following commercial enquiries have been received at the 
Canadian Government City Trade Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C., whence further information regarding them may be 
obtained : — 

HOME ENQUIRIES. 

A London firm desire the addresses of Canadian manufacturers 
of wooden wheelbarrows as used by railway companies and 
contractors. 

A Belfast manufacturer of ginger ale wishes to appoint resident 
agents in the leading Canadian cities. 

A London firm wish to obtain Canadian agents for the sale of 
table glass, stationery glassware, syphons, chemists’ bottles and other 
appliances, forcing glasses, &c. 

An Irish firm desire the addresses of Canadian manufacturers of 
pine doors who are able to fill orders. 
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CANADA—continued. 
- CANADIAN ENQUIRIES. 

A firm of manufacturers’ agents and general brokers in the 
Maritime Provinces possess two distinct branches, dealing respec- 
tively with hardware and groceries, and are prepared to act for 
United Kingdom manufacturers and shippers. 

A Canadian firm who do business in rubber manufacturers’ 
chemicals and supplies would be pleased to hear from United 
Kingdom manufacturers. 

A Nova Scotia firm packing canned lobsters, also apples and 
other fruits, would be pleased to get into correspondence with 
United Kingdom importers. 

A Halifax firm possessing an established connection with 
wholesale grocery houses, departmental stores and general merchants 
throughout the Maritime Provinces, are in a position to represent 
United Kingdom houses seeking business in these markets. 


Note—For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the Canadian Government City Trade 
Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


NEWFOUNDLAND. 

The Canadizn Trade Commissioner for Newfoundland, in his last 

Electric Lightin published report, states that the promoters of 

ri d the Newfoundland General Electric Company 

Deiees Mieat intend to petition the Legislature for a charter 

‘  wnder which a company is to be formed to light 

Bonavista, Catalina, King’s Cove and Trinity by electricity. In 

addition to electric lighting, the company propose to run an 

electric trolley line between Catalina and Bonavista, to erect a 

marine slip either at Catalina or at. Trinity, and to supply electric 

power to such local factories as the company may find it feasible to 
establish. 








COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA: 
The Representative in London of the Commonwealth of Australia 


(Captain R. Muirhead Collins, C.M.G.) has 


Power Plant received tender-forms, specifications, &c., in 
for Telephone connection with (1) the supply, delivery, and 
Exchange ; erection of a power plant for the Central 
Telegraph Telephone Exchange, Melbourne (see “ Board 
Material. of Trade Journal” of 28th January, p. 161): 


tenders will be received at the office of the Deputy Postmaster- 
General, Melbourne, up to 3 p.m. on the 23rd March; (2) the 
supply of iron work, insulators, bronze wire and accessories, iron 
wire and covered wire: tenders will be received at the office of the 
Deputy Postmaster-General, Brisbane, up to noon on the 29th 


March. 
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Copies of the tender-forms, &c., may be obtained at the 
Commonwealth Offices, 72, Victoria Street, London, S.W., where 
also the necessary deposits on tenders may be paid. A copy of 
the specification and conditions may be seen by British makers on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


TRANSVAAL. ¥° ) 
The ‘“ Transvaal Government Gazette” of the 29th January notifies 
that tenders-will be received by the Chairman 
ue Pole of the Tender Board, rnin hy, to noon on 
— the 3lst March, for the supply of the following 
telegraph pole parts required by the Department of Posts and 
Telegraphs :— 

799 bases, ordinary screw ring joint, for 22 ft. tapered telegraph 
poles, weight and dimensions as per sketch, which can be seen at 
the Telephone Exchange, Johannesburg. 

218 bases, flanged, screw ring joint, for 22 ft. tapered telegraph 
poles, weight and dimensions as per sketch, which can be seen at 
the ‘Telephone Exchange, Johannesburg. 

27 base plates, buckled, to fit ordinary bases. 

807 screw rings for 22 ft. screw ring bases. 

7,000 lightning rods for iron telegraph poles. 

Further particulars may be obtained upon application to the 
Acting Chief Engineer, Telephone Exchange, Johannesburg. 


EGYPT: 

H.M. Consul at Cairo (Mr. A. D. Alban) has forwarded a copy of 

the conditions of tender for the supply of boots 
Boots and Shoes. and shoes required during the years 1909-10 by 

the Egyptian Ports and Lighthouses Adminis- 
tration. Tenders will be received by the Director-General of the 
Ports and Lighthouses Administration, Alexandria, up to noon on 
the 15th March. They should be made upon stamped paper 
(obtainable from Lieut.-Col. J. H. Western, C.M.G., Queen Anne’s 
Chambers, Broadway, Westminster, London, 8.W.), and enclosed 
in sealed envelopes marked “ Tender for the supply of Boots and 
Shoes for 1909 and 1910.” Each tenderer must submit with his 
offer a sample pair of each quality for which he is quoting. A 
provisional deposit, equal to 10 per cent. of the total value of one 
year’s supply according to the offer, will be required. he tenderer 
must be a person residing or having a legal representative in 
Alexandria, and must state his address in the offer.* 

Further particulars and conditions may be obtained by British 
makers on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of 
the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 

* Regulations for granting temporary domicile at the British Consulate at Cairo 


may be seen by British firms on application at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C 
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EGY PT—continued. 


H.M. Consul has also forwarded a copy of the specification and 
conditions of tender for the supply of 200 
Woollen . . 
Blankets. white woollen blankets required by the Prisons 
Department. Tenders will be received by the 
Inspector General of Prisons, Ministry of the Interior, Cairo, up 
to noon on the 15th April. They should be upon stamped paper 
(obtainable from Lieut.-Col. Western, at the address given above) 
and enclosed in sealed envelopes marked ‘Tender for the Supply 
of White Woollen Blankets.” A deposit of £K10 will be required 
to ynalify any tender. 

The specification and conditions, together with a sample of the 
material required, may be seen by British manufacturers and 
merchants on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch 
of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


The London Agent for the Egyptian War Office (Lieut.-Col. J. H. 
Western, C.M.G.) notifies that the Department 


en are calling for tenders for the supply of 7,000 
amie haversacks, 50 horse-blankets, 700 horse-rugs, 


Saddle 2,000 I.R. sponges, and officers’ and rank and 

= file saddlery. Tender forms may be obtained 
and samples inspected at Lieut.-Col. Western’s Office, Queen Anne’s 
Chambers, Broadway, Westminster, London, 8.W. ‘Tenders will 
be received at the same address not later than the first post on the 
5th April, and are to remain open for 30 days from that date. 


The Egyptian “ Journal Officiel” of 10th February publishes a 
not'ce, issued by the Ministry of Education, to 
erinepte! the effect that sealed tenders will be received at 
Boring Machine. th. model workshops of the Department of 
Agriculture and Technical Education at Bulaq, Cairo, up to noon 
on 10th April, for the supply of a horizontal boring machine. 

A copy of the specification and conditions, forwarded by 
H.M. Consul at Cairo, may be inspected by British makers at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basing- 
hall Street, London, E.C. 


The “ Journal Officiel” of the 15th February, notifies that tenders 
for two new boilers and steam pipes for the 

Boilers. Mex Pumping Station will be received at 

the office of the Inspector of Irrigation, 3rd 

Circle Alexandria, up to 11 am., on Ist April, 1909. The 
boilers must be of the Galloway type, 26 feet long and 7 feet 
diameter, fitted with 30 cone tubes, the shell to be formed of 
4 parallel rings of plating, constructed for a working steam pressure 
of 120 lbs. per square inch, and capable of evaporating 5,500 Ibs. 
of water per hour with average coal and draught. AI! mountings 
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and fittings of approved make must be supplied, including one high 
steam and low water safety valve: All steam and feed pipes must 
be of wrought steel with flanges and branches rivetted on. Tenders 
must be accompanied by a fully detailed specification giving par- 
ticulurs of heating surface, grate area, rivetting, etc., also the date 
on which the boilers can be delivered in Alexandria. Price must 
be quoted free on truck, including customs at Alexandria. Drawing 
and specification may be examined at the office of the Inspector of 
Irrigation, 3rd Circle, Alexandria. 

Tenders must be submitted on stamped paper (obtainable, as 
stated above, from Lieut.-Col. Western); they should be addressed 
to the Inspection of Irrigation, 3rd Circle, Alexandria, in a sealed 
envelope bearing the inscription: ‘‘Tender for boilers at Mex 
Pumping Station.” 





RUSSIA. 

H.M. Consul at Warsaw has been notified by a commercial agency 
in that city of their desire to be placed in 
communication with English manufacturers 
who desire an agency there for the sale of 
machine tools and accessories, electrical fittings, 
cutlery, steel articles of all descriptions, pumps, 
Bicycles fans, blowers, bicycles and parts, locks and 
d Parts hinges. Communications from British manu- 
” facturers or exporters interested should be 

addressed to H.M. Consul, Warsaw. 


Machine Tools, 
Electrical 
Fittings, 

Cutlery, &c.; 
Pumps, Fans, &c. ; 





NORWAY. 

H.M. Consul at Christiania (Mr. F. E. Drummond Hay, M.V.O.) 
has for when particulars of the following Norwegian Government 
contracts* 

(1) The oe to the State Railways of iron fencing material, 
Iron Pencing tenders to be delivered at Styrelsen for 

Material Statsbanernes Expeditionskontor, Christiania, 

by 3 p.m. on the 12th March. 


(2) The supply to the Director of Roads of 35 tons of iron 
beams, tenders to be delivered at Veidirektiérens 
' Kontor, Christiania, by noon on the 5th March. 


Copies of the specifications, conditions and drawings may be 
consulted by British manufacturers and traders on application at 
the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.U. 

* It should be noted that in all Norwegian Government contracts a preference 
of from 10 to 15 per cent. (apart from Customs duties) is given to Norwegian 


manufacturers, and that it is obligatory that a resident agent (not necessarily 
a Norwegian firm) should act for tenderers not residing in Norway. | --- 


Iron Beams. 
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SWEDEN, 


H,M. Consul at Stockholm (Mr. H. M. Villiers) reports that the 
| Swedish Army Administration have issued an 
Plant for Bakeries. invitation for tenders for the supply of the 
following plant required for two bakeries, one 
of which is to be erected at Karlsborg and the other at Boden :—— 
Three continuous jalousie-ovens, 15,000 by 1,050 mm., or as an 
alternative, 5 continuous jalousie-ovens, 10,000 by 1,050 mm.; 
5 double ovens with drawplates; 4 kneading machines; 4 knead- 
ing troughs; 4 flour sieves; 2 extra flour holders; 6 automatic 
flour weighing machines ; 4 measuring cisterns ; 2 dough dividers ; 
3 lubricating contrivances; 2 paste rollers; 2 bun dividers. 
Tenders should be accompanied by designs of the bakeries 
necessary for the installation of the above plant, with plans and 
sections showing the position of ovens, machines, offices, &c. 
The tenders will be received by the Kungliga Armeférvaltningens 
Intendentsdepartement, Stockholm, not later than noon on the 30th 
March. All details and necessary information may be obtained 
from the same department. 


The February Journal of the Swedish Chamber of Commerce 
deiciicueniian in London, 134, Fenchurch Street, E.C., pub- 
Enauiri lishes the following commercial enquiries :— 

regenera The names of London houses dealing in 
Santos and Salvador coffee are required by a Stockholm firm. 
(Ref. A/6/09.) 

The names of British makers of jute cloth (Hessians), not 
represented by agents in Sweden, are required by a Stockholm house. 
(Ref. A/18/09.) 

The addresses of sandstone quarries in England and Scotland are 
desired by a London merchant. (Ref. A/23/U9.) 

A Swedish company wish to obtain names of makers of shot. 
(Ref. A/19/09.) 

Note Communications in connection with these enquiries should 
be addressed to the Swedish Chamber of Commerce, 134, Fenchurch 
Street, E.C. 





NETHERLANDS. 


H.M. Consul at Rotterdam (Mr. H. Turing) reports that tenders 
Rail are invited by the Colonial Office at the Hague 
rete A for the supply of the following railway mate- 
Material. rial :—Contract lit. W 14, mild steel; contract 

lit. X 14, the metal superstructure with appurtenances for a bridge 
for ordinary traffic; contract 474, galvanised tirefonds, fishplate 
bolts and hook bolts; contract 475, 400 cast-iron supporting pots ; 
contract 476, 50 traction and buffer arrangements; contract 477, 
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NETHERLANDS — continued. 


160 axles with wheels; contract 478, 100 compressed cradle- 
trucks ; contract 479, asphalted cast-iron tubes; contract 480, the 
ironware for five fixed hydraulic cranes ; contract 481, supporting 
springs ; contract 482, 61,200 bearing-plates. 

Tenders will be received at the Hague up to the 9th March. 
Copies of the contracts are obtainable from Mr, Nijhoff, at the 
Hague, at a cost varying from ls. 8d. to 3s. 4d. 


The ‘‘ Nieuwe Rotterdamsche Courant” notifies that Mr. A. J. 
Krieger, of Amersfoort, has submitted to the 
saga) mae Urban Authorities of Utrecht an application 

ew for a concession for the construction of a steam 
tramway, which would start from the Goods Station of the State 
Railways at Utrecht, and thence follow the direction of Leyden 
through Haarlem, of Schoonhoven through Ijsselstein and of 
Gouda through Montfoort. 





BELGIUM. 


H.M. Consul-General at Antwerp (Sir C. Hertslet) has forwarded 

a copy of a specification, issued by the Municipal 

Se ‘Authorities of that city, in connection with 2 

* call for tenders for the construction of a metal 

shed on the quay at berth No. 74 at the entrance to the North 

Docks at Antwerp. The cost of the work is estimated at 216,500 frs. 

(about 8,660/.), and a deposit of 15,000 frs. (600/.) will be required 

to quali y any tender. ‘Tenders, in sealed envelopes, should be sent 

by registered post to the Burgomaster, at the Hétel-de-Ville, Ant- 
werp, to arrive not later than the 11th March. 

The specification (cahier des charges) may be obtained from the 
Hotel-de-Ville at a cost of 2 frs. A copy may be seen by British 
contractors on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch 
of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 





FRANCE. 
Petro), Paraffin, and , 
Steam Engines for See article on p. 392. 
Fishing Canoes. , 





PORTUGAL. 


The “ Diario do Governo” of 16th February contains a notice to 
Electric the effect that particulars of a scheme formulated 
+ by theMunicipal Chamber of Coimbra for the in- 
a stallation of electric traction in that town may 

be inspected daily until the 12th March at the office of the Inspector 
General of Telegraphs and Electrical Industries in Lisbon. 
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SPAIN. 

Adverting to the notice on p. 518 of the “Board of Trade 
Forelen Supplise Journal : of 12th March, 1908, the ‘ Gaceta de 
Ais aR A Madrid” of 27th December publishes a notice, 
Hepkstente issued by the Committee for the Protection of 
, National Industry, containing a list of manu- 
factured articles and products, concerning the acquisition of which 
it is considered necessary, when required for State purposes, to 
invite foreign competition. This list, which is of considerable 
length, comprises articles under the following categories :— 
Natural products, such as moulding sand, exotic timber, crude 
oils, &c.; refractory products, such as magnesium bricks, &c. ; 
iron and steel in its various forms; other metals, such as tin, 
nickel, brass and copper articles; machinery and machines, such 
as heavy locomotives, steam turbines, boilers, steam hammers, 
printing machines, typewriters, bicycles, &.; electrical material, 
such as measuring instruments, dynanios, alternators, transformers, 
motors, cables, &c.; fire fighting apparatus, such as pumps, ladders, 
sacks, &c.; warlike stores, such as fire arms, ammunition, gun 
cotton, &c.; astronomical, meteorological, optical instruments, 
theodolites, &c.; maps, globes, drawing and printing paper, &c. ; 
sanitary apparatus ; building materials; heating apparatus; dis- 
infectants; surgical instruments; lighthouse ‘materials, buoys, 
&c.; chemical products, such as sulphuric acid, chlorate and 
nitrate of potassium, &c.; and sundry articles such as linoleum, 

date stamps, parchment paper, musical instruments, &c. 

The “Gaceta,” containing the complete list of these articles, 
may be seen by British firms interested on application at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


According to the report for February of the British Chamber of 

Commerce for Spain, a project for the construc- 
Iron Bridgework. tion of a high road from the railway station at 

Orense to the Campo de San Lazaro has been 
approved. This work, the cost of which is estimated at 1,200,000 
pesetas (about 42,800/.), comprises the erection of an iron bridge 
over the river Mifio, 30 metres high, with a centre span of 
75 metres. 


According to the “ Moniteur Officiel du Commerce” (Paris) of 

llth February, the Ministry of Public Works 
Drainage Works. in Madrid invite tenders for carrying out the 

work in connection with the draining of the 
Maria Christina marsh, Province of Castellon, the upset price in 
respect of which is placed at 1,819,761 pesetas (about 65,000/). 
Specifications and particulars of the above may be obtained on 
application at the ‘“ Direccién General de Obras Publicas, Madrid,” 
at which address tenders will be opened on the 29th March. 
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ITALY. 

The “ Gazzetta Ufficiale” of 5th February contains a notice, issued 
3 by the Directorate of the Italian State Rail- 
Steel Rails, &c. ways, inviting tenders for the construction of 
the first section of the Spilimbergo-Gemona 
railway. The upset price is fixed at 1,405,000 lire (56,2007), 
and the competition will turn on the percentage reduction offered 
on this figure. To qualify any tender a deposit of 70,000 lire 
(2,800/.) will be required, which must be increased by the suc- 
cessful tenderer to 140,000 lire (5,600/.). Tenders, which will be 
opened at 10 a.m. on the 9th March, must be made out on stamped 
paper, and addressed to the ‘ Direzione Generale delle Ferrovie 
dello Stato (Servizio 1, ufficio contratti) No. 4 Via Ludovisi, 
Rome,” and the envelope, which should be sealed, must bear the 
following superscription: ‘‘ Offerta per asta: Primo tronco della 

Ferrovia Spilimbergo-Gemona.” 

The ultimate award in respect of this competition will no doubt 
involve the purchase of a substantial quantity of steel rails and 
other permanent way accessories, which may, perhaps, have to be 
obtained in whole or in part out of Italy. 


The “ Gazzetta” of 12th February publishes (1) a decree author- 
ising the “ Societa Italiana d’Industrie Elet- 


eins triche” of Spezia to construct and work 
- ree a double-line electric tramway along the 
po y Canaletto-Fossa Mastra section of the Viale 


Regina Margherita-San Bartolomeo tramway ; 
(2) a decree authorising the urban authorities of Milan to instal 
an urban electric tramway along the Via Vincenzo Monti between 
the Piazza Virgilio and the Corso Magenta; (3) a decree authorising 
the ‘‘ Societé Nazionale di Ferrovie e Tramvie” to construct and 
work an ordinary gauge steam tramway from the terminus 
“Fornace Bizzi” of the Parma-Soragna-Busseto tramway to 
Medesano. 


‘The ‘‘ Gazzetta” of 16th February contains a Decree granting to 

the ‘‘ Societé Anonima per la Ferrovia Padova- 

Steel Rails, &.  Piazzola” of Padua a seventy years’ concession 

for the construction and working of a steam 

railway from Padya to Piazzola sul Brenta. This railway, which 

will be about ten miles long, must be complet2d within two years 
and four months after the approval of the working plans. 


According to the ‘‘ Gazzetta” of 17th February, tenders are 
invited by the Italian Ministry of Posts and Tele- 
Hemp Mail Bags. graphs for the supply of 38vU,000 seamless 
mail bags of hemp. The upset price of the 
contract is placed at 600,600 lire (about 24,024I.), and a provi- 
sional deposit of 8,000 lire (about 320/.) will be required to 
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ITAL Y—continued. 


qualify any tender. The competition will turn on the percentage 
of reduction offered on the above-mentioned upset price. 

Tenders, which will be opened in Rome at 10 a.m. on the 
16th March, must be marked “ Offerta per Ja fornitura di sacchi 
postali,” and addressed to the “ Ministero delle Poste e dei Telegrafi, 
Via del Seminario,- Rome.” 


The same “Gazzetta” containsa notice, issued by the Directorate of the 

Military Commissariat of Turin, inviting tenders 

Army Boots. for thesupply of 10,000 army boots (‘ stivaletti con 

gam baletto ”) in twenty lots of 500 each. Tenders, 

which must be accompanied by a deposit of 450 lire (18/.) in 

respect of each lot, should be addressed to the “ Direzione di 

Commissariato Militare del Primo Corpo d’Armata, via Amedeo 

Avogadro No. 13, Turin,” where they will be opened at 10 a.m. on 
the 2nd March. Offers will be accepted for one or more lots. 

The ‘‘ Gazzetta,” containing further particulars of the above, 
may be seen by British firms interested, on application at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


The ‘‘Moniteur des Intéréts Matériels” (Brussels) of 19th February 
Locomotive and _22nounces that the ‘‘Direzione delle Ferrovie 
eiRied Aah dello Stato, Rome” will receive tenders up to 
* the 7th March for the supply of 610 unmounted 
axles for locomotives and tenders. This contract, it is stated, is 
open to foreign competition. 


The ‘“ Bulletin Mensuel de la Chambre de Cowmerce Francaise de 
Milan” for February contains an announce- 


BI xls f ment to the effect that, under the auspices of 
elites. the College of Engineers and Architects of 


Milan, the ‘‘ Societ&é Co-operativa Lombarda di 
Lavori Pubblici, 8 Via Lufetta, Milan,” has opened a public com- 
petition for the submission of projects, plans, monographs, reports, 
photographs, models, constructional parts, samples of material, 
and anything else in connection with the construction of city, 
rural, and industrial buildings suitable for erection in districts 
subject to earthquake shocks. All documents, &., must be 
addressed to the “Collegio degli Ingegneri e Architetti di Milano, 
Via S. Paolo, 10, Milan,” so as to be delivered there before the 
3lst March. There will be awarded in respect of this competition 
a first prize of 120/., a second of 80I., and athird of 401. 


The same “ Bulletin” publishes the following list of newly-estab- 
lished companies in Italy :—At Busto Arsizio 


Pos the “ Cotonifici Riuniti Joseph Ant. Crespie di 
auhinery;  Lonigo,” with a capital of 80,000L., for the 
“a 00's, manufacture of cotton goods; at Ivrea, Messrs. 


Olivetti & Co., engineers, with a capital of 
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34,000/., for the manufacture of small machines; at Milan, 
Messrs. Gatti & Co., with a capital of 6,8001., for the manufacture 
of bicycles and bicycle parts; at Tiene, the Lanificio Angelo 
Ferrarin Company, with a capital of 74,0001., for the manufacture 
of woollen goods. 


The “ Bulletin” also announces that the Urban District Council 
of Padua have obtained from the Prefecture 
powers to instal electric conductors in the Ponte 
Molini-Pontecorvo district, with the object of 
working an urban tramway line. 


Electric 
Tramway Plant. 





AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


The ‘ Oesterreichischer Zentral-Anzeiger fiir das dffentliche 

Lieferungswesen ” (Vienna) of 14th February 

Looms, &c. announces that the firm of Siegmund Reimann 

& Co. intend to erect a power loom weaving 

establishment in Withstadtl (Mahren). A commencement will be 
made with 250 looms. 





ROUMANIA. 


H.M. Consul at Bucharest (Mr. O. Wardrop) reports that, accord- 
: ing to the “ Univers” of February 17th, it is 
eave proposed to construct a railway from Turn- 
Construction. Severin to Baia-de-Arama, a distance of about 
30 kiloms. 


The “ Moniteur Commercial Roumain” (Bucharest) of 15th 
February contains a notice, issued by the 
Roumanian Ministry of War, inviting tenders 
gr sty for the supply of the undermentioned material. 
ee ee Tenders will be opened at the above-mentioned 
Ministry at Bucharest on the dates indicated : 
18th February/2nd March, 129,512 neckties. 
18th February/2nd March, 44,396 metres of bed quilting; 
129,512 handkerchiefs, and 43,171 hand towels. 
19th February/3rd March, 2,057 pairs of spurs for cavalry, 
and 1,423 pairs for artillery. 
23rd February/8th March, 27,768 metres of cloth for tunics. 
24th February/9th March, 3,832 infantry rifle slings, 536 
carbine slings, 3,939 infantry waist belts, 536 for cavalry, 
391 for mounted artillery, and 200 for unmounted artillery. 
17th/30th March, 32,138 metres of tent canvas. 
17th/30th March, 93,505 metres of cloth for lining. Tenders for 
lots of 20,000 metres each. 


Neckties, Canvas, 
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18th/3lst March, 5,080 pairs of boots for cavalry, 7,123 for 
artillery ; 58,925 pairs of large shoes ; 8,336 pairs of leather 
uppers for artillery, and 6,190 for cavalry ; 55,925 pairs of 
slippers; 64,756 pairs of soles ; 5,080 pairs of cavalry boots 
and 7,123 pairs for artillery ; 58,925 pairs of large shoes ; 
8,336 pairs of leather uppers for artillery and 6,140 pairs 
for cavalry ; and 58,925 pairs of slippers. 


According to the ‘“ Bulletin Commercial” -(Brussels) of 20th 
February, the Ministry of Public Works at 
Bucharest invite tenders for the erection of 
three large bridges and of 22 smaller bridges 
over the river Slanie. The upset price is fixed at 460,000 francs 
(18,400/.). Tenders will be opened on the 8th March at the 
“ Ministére des Travaux Publics, Bucharest.” 


Bridge 
Construction. 





TURKEY: 


The “Oecsterreichischer Zentral-Anzeiger fiir das dffentliche 
Lieferungswesen ” (Vienna) of 14th February 
announces that Adil Bey of Salonika has applied 
for a concession to erect a fe% factory in that 


Machinery for 
Fez Manufacture. 


town. 





CHILE. 


The ‘ Diario Oficial” of 5th January contains a notice, issued by 

Steel Wagon the Chilian State Railways, inviting tenders for 

neran the supply of 1,000 steel axles for wagons of 

8 tons capacity. These axles are intended for 

the Second Section, and the plans and conditions governing the 

contract may be consulted by firms interested, at the ‘‘ Oficina del 

Servicio de Materiales,” in Santiago. Tenders will be opened at 

2 p.m. on the 27th March at the offices of the “‘ Director Jeneral 
de los Fer: ocarriles del Estado, Santiago. 

It will be observed that the limited time for receipt of tenders does 
not pei mit of tenders being dispatched by post, and the above intima- 
tion is therefore only of use to those firms having agents in South 
America whom they can instruct by cable. 


The ‘“ Nachrichten fiir Handel und Industrie” (Berlin) of 9th 

Railwa February announces, on the authority of the 

reason German Consul-General in Valparaiso, that the 

contract for the construction of the State Rail- 

way from Ancud to Castro (Province Chiloé) has been awarded to 

Messrs. Lezaeta and Duran Bros., of Santiago, at a cost of 2,095,000 
dollars (about 104,750/.). 
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To the Carbonifera Los Rios Company of Curanilahue (Province 
Arauco) has been awarded the contract for 
utilising the water power of the river Curanilahue . 
for the electrification of the Curanilahue-Yani 


Hydro-Electrical 
Machinery. 


Railway. 


Another concession has, according to the same report, been 
awarded to Enrique Baldes Gonzales of Santiago 


Railway and for the construction of the Caleta de los Choros 
Building Con- : . . 
: (Province Coquimbo) to Palos Blancos railway, 
struction, 


with branch lines to Iguera and Yerbas Buenas 
Land, as well as the erection of: stations, ware- 
houses, workshops, foundries, &c. 


Foundries &c. 





PERU. 


The “ Diario” (Lima) of 9th January publishes a notice authorising 
the Ministro de Fomento to arrange for a 
preliminary survey to be made for the purpose 
of ascertaining the most suitable route for the 
construction of the railway between Magdalena and Cajamarca. 


Railway 
Construction. 





BRAZIL. 


The “Diario Official” of lst January publishes the text of the 
Brazilian Budget expenditure for 1909, approved 


bases f by Congress on the 3lst December, 1908. 
p sane © 10 Among other items of interest the following 


may be noted :— 


The President of the Republic is authorised to expend :—Up to 
200,000 milreis to found laboratories for techni- 

Laboratories. cal-industrial instruction in the schools of 

| engineering ; and up to 150,000 milreis for the 
purchase or erection of premises for the establishment of the 
Institute for the Protection and Aid of Children in Rio de Janeiro. 


The Ministry of Marine is authorised to expend :— Up to 1,109,840 
léphthionss and * milreis for the maintenance, renewal and repairs 
Naval Supoli of lighthouses, the purchase of oils, wicks, lamp 
var Supplies. chimneys, calcium carbide, &. ; up to 1,500,000 
milreis for ammunition; 1,000,000. milreis tor coal; 2,500,000 
milreis for rebuilding the arsenal at Rio de Janeiro; 60,000 
milreis for the construction abroad of a steam turbine invented 
by Dr. Pereira de Lyra; 50,000 milreis for the purchase of a steam 
tug or launch for the use of the Captain of the Port of Cearé; and 
2,000,000 milreis for the construction, in a suitable spot, of a dock 
large enough to accommodate the biggest vessels of the fleet. 
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The Ministry of Industry and Public Works is authorised to 

expend :— Up to 100,000 milreis for constructing 

Pt crx the dyke of Redinha in the port of Natal ; and 

_ 300,000 milreis for the fixing of sand dunes in 

the harbours of Fortaleza, Camocim, Amarracdo, Tutoya, and 
Itaqui, &c., and for the purchase of dredgers, &c. 


The President of the Republic is authorised to expend :—Up to 
Bridge and Rail- 300,000 milreis for the building of a bridge 
Construction, VT the river Uruguay; 500,000 milreis to 
bs ae Stock. proceed with the completion of the widening 
gan , ao 0ck* of the gauge of the Central Brazil Railway to 
iver Bieamers. S. Paulo, &c.; the amount necessary to 
construct a branch of the same railway from Sabara Station 
to the City of Ferros, to survey the most suitable route for the linking 
up of the subsidiary line (from Melhoramentos) with the Sapucahy 
Railway, and to put the necessary construction work in train. The 
President is also authorised to stipulate, in the contracting for the 
lease of the Union Railways, that the railways shall be furnished with 
refrigerator, restaurant and sleeping-cars, and that cold storage 
depéts shall be built at the termini of the railways; to build 
railways, &c., in order to link up the districts affected by 
drought in the Northern States to those within easy reach of the 
best markets and producing centres ; to contract for a steamer ser- 
vice on the river Paran4 between the falls of Sete Quédas and the falls 
of Urubé Pung4, and for the coasting service of the State of Bahia ;, 
to contract with the Goyaz Railway Company for extending the 
branch line from Araxé-Uberaba to the most convenient point 
below the falls of Dourada; to expend up to 300,000 milreis for 
the improvement of the bar of Cananéa ; to contract for the exten- 
sion of the Parahyba Railway to the City of Patos, for the extension 
of the Maceio—Vicosa Railway to Palmeira dos Indios, and for 
the building of a line from Sao Luiz do Caceres to a point on the 
river Guaporé. 


The President of the Republic is further authorised to grant a 
bounty of 100 reis per litre on wine exported, 
peng wats to the first Co-operative Wine Growing Society 
Gacaitan-itintae' *° be formed in each wine-producing State, 
Feat Y in accordance with law and with regulations 
—_hew * which will be issued. This bounty will only 
be paid up to a maximum export of 1,000,000 litres, and will not 
be granted at all to exports falling below 100,000 litres. 
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The “ Diario” of 28th January publishes a Decree, dated 12th 
November, 1908, authorising the Minister of 


Bree vend Industry, Ways and. Public Works to contract with 
BAe Tl Austricliano Honorio de Carvalho, Civil Engineer, 
Rolling Stock for the construction of the railway from Timbé to 
a ’ Proprid, i.e. from the place named Barracdo in 


the State of Bahia to Proprié in Sergipe. The 
contract provides for the importation from abroad of certain 
material, such as metal superstructures for bridges, steel rails, 
rolling stock, telegraph material, machines for workshops, pumps, 
etc. The rails should weigh 25 kilogrammes per linear metre. 
Work must be commenced within three months from the date of 
the ratification of the contract, and be completed within 36 months. 


The “ Diario” of 3rd February contains a notice, issued by the 

Central Brazil Railway, inviting tenders for 

Steel Rails, &c. the supply curing 1909 of rails and accessories 

in accordance with the conditions set forth 

in the specifications which may be seen in the “ Intendencia ” of 

the above-mentioned Railway at Rio de Janeiro, where tenders 

will be received up to noon on the 20th March. A deposit of 
2,000 milreis (about 1301.) will be required to qualify any tender. 


URUGUAY: 

The “Diario Oficial” of 25th December publishes a decree 
Materials for authorising the “ Empresa de Navegacién} a 
Construction of V2P Nicolas Mihanovich” to import, duty 
in edi eon free, for a period of 25 years, the material and 
oi buildin other articles requisite for the construction, 

Y j £ installation, working and maintenance of the 
_— dock and shipbuilding yards and dry docks 
established, or to be established, in the Republic. 


According to the “Diario” of 10th January, the Chamber of 

Railwa Representatives has given its approval to the 

C ose contract for the construction of the Pan-American 
oe ’ or Interior Railway. 





The “ Diarios,” containing further particulars of the above, may 
be seen by British firms interested on application at the Commer- 
cial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall 
Street, London, E.C. 


ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 

According to the “ Moniteur Officiel du Commerce” (Paris) of 
18th February, the Argentine Ministry of 

Harbour Works. Public Works has decided to ask —— to 
vote a credit of at least 400,000 dols. for the 

reconstruction of the breakwater at Riachuelo. 
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EXHIBITION. 


RUSSIA. 


H.M. Consul at Moscow (Mr. H. Montgomery Grove) has 
forwarded the following information, which he 


grt onan - has received from the Kazan Zemstvo, relative 
dé ins to the exhibition to be held at Kazan this 


summer :— 

The District [International] Exhibition in Kazan is being 
organised by the Kazan Provincial Zemstvo out of its own funds, 
and is partially subsidised by some of the Departments of State. 
The objects of the Exhibition are inter alia to demonstrate the 
actual position of the small trader in the Volga-Kama district, and 
especially in the province of Kazan; to acquaint producers with 
the best. patterns of the goods they produce, and thereby to raise 
the level of the minor industries and of agriculture; and to 
familiarise the people with cheap fireproof buildings and the latest 
methods for avoiding and combating fires. 

In view of the great interest taken by the local population in 
the forthcoming Exhibition, the Committee has been obliged to 
extend considerably the programme of the same, as both agriculture 
and the minor industries of the district are greatly in need of 
foreign goods. 

There should be a great demand at the Exhibition for all sorts 
of agricultural machinery, instruments and apparatus, as also for 
gas, kerosine, spirit, naphtha and benzine motors and machines of 
trom 3 to 20 h.-p., adapted for agriculture and minor industries. 
The demand for such articles is increasing daily in the district. 
Further, in view of the great development of the wood and metal 
industries in the district, there should be exhibited all sorts of 
lathes, instruments and appliances suitable for these industries. 

As the Zemstvo is in close touch with all classes of the popula- 
tion, and has depéts and agents all over the district, it can be of 
the greatest assistance to the exhibitors of such wares as it con- 
siders really useful. 

Besides the Kazan Zemstvo, those of Perm, Viatka, Simbirsk, 
Nijni-Novgorod, &c., as also the Ministries of Trade and Commerce, 
Public Education, Agriculture, &c., are taking a keen interest in 
the Exhibition, and will recommend in their various districts and 
amongst all classes such goods as they find thoroughly suitable. 

The city of Kazan is the centre of the whole Volga-Kama 
district, and is situated on the river Kazanka, which flows into the 
Volga about four miles from the town. 

It is connected by rail with Moscow, and in the summer by 
means of the large river steamers with all parts of the Volga, 
Kiama and Oka. It has a population of 160,000, and is the main 
centre of the industry and agriculture of the district. : 
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WARNING TO BRITISH TRADERS. 


Further information which may be of value having been received 
at the Board of Trade from a trustworthy source relating to the 
Smyrna firm referred to on p, 279 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” of the 7th May, 1908, particulars will, at the discretion 
of the Director, be communicated in confidence to British firms 
interested, on personal application at the Commercial Iutelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 





REVOCATION OF PATENTS FOR NON-WORKING. 


On the 18th February the Comptroller-General of Patents, 
Designs and Trade Marks gave two further decisions under 
section 27 of the Patents and Designs Act, 1907, whereby Patents 
No. 23,606 of 1902 and No. 20,980 of 1904 were revoked, with 
seventy-five guineas and four guineas costs respectively. 

The first patent was in respect of electric arc lamps, and the 
second related to improvements in the lubrication of gig- mills. 





UNWARRANTED USE OF BRITISH ROYAL ARMS 
ON FOREIGN GOODS. 


The British Vice-Consul at Almeria (Mr. J. Murison) draws 
attention to the unwarranted use of the British Royal Arms on a 
packet containing court plaster of German origin retailed by local 
chemists, and on paper that a Dutch firm are endeavouring to 
introduce into Spain. The articles in question may be seen by 
British firms interested on application at the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C. 





JUTE INDUSTRY OF BRITISH INDIA. 


The following information has been received at the Board of 
Trade, through the India Office, relative to the Indian jute in- 
dustry, of which it is stated that the record is one of uninterrupted 
progress. 

In the following statements quinquennial averages are given from 
the earliest year for which complete information is available, the 
figures in brackets representing the variations for each period, 
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taking the average of the quinquennium from 1879-80 to 1883-4 


























as 100 :— 
Nominal Number (in thousands) of 
No. of type 
a mills at | ,, Capital 
work. (in vg of Persons L Spindl 
s.). employed. ooms. pindles. 
1879-80 to 1883-4 21 (100) | 270-7 (106) | 38°8(100)| 5:5 (100)| 88-0 (100) 
1884-5 to 1888-9 24 (114) | 341°6 (226) | 52°7 (136):\| 7-0 (127) | 138°4 (157) 
1889-90 to 1893-4 26 (124) | 402°6 (149) | 64:3 (1u6)| 8-3 (151) | 172°6 (196) 
1894-5 to 1898-9 ee-| 31 (148) | 522°1 (193) | 86°7 (223) | 11°7 (273) | 244°8 (278) 
1899-1900 to 1903-4 ...| 36 (172) | 680°0 (251) |114°2 (294) | 16-2 (295) | 334-6 (380) 
1904-5 al .--| B8 (181) | 809°3 (299) |133°1 (343) | 20°0 (364) | 409-2 (465) 
1905-6 . 39 (186) | 876°3 (324) [144-9 (373) | 22-0 (400) | 453-2 (515) 
1906-7 ... 44 (210) | 949°5 (351) |L66°9 (430) | 25°0 (455) | 520°5 (597) 
1907-8 ... 50 (238) |1,052°8 (389) |187°8 (484) | 27-2 (495) | 662°3 (639) 




















It will be seen that the number of looms and spindles in opera- 
tion has increased to a very much larger extent than either the 
number of mills at work or the amount of nominal capital em- 
ployed, but the production of the mills has increased to a still 
greater extent. 

The following figures show the quantities and the declared values 
of the exports of jute manufactures for the same periods :— 





Exports of Jute manufactures. 
Value in 
lakhs of Rs. 





Gunny cloths in 


Gunny bags 
millions of yards. 


in millions. 








1879-80 to 1883-4 54-9 (100) 4:4 (100) 1249 (100) 
1884-5 to 1888-9 77-0 (140) 154 (359) 1629 (130) 
1889-90 to 1893-4 111°5 (203) 41:0 (932) 289°3 (232) 
1894-5 to 1898-9 ee 171-2 (312) | 182-0 (4,136) 5180 (416) 
1899-1900 to 1908-4 ... 206°5 (376) | 427-2 (9,709) 826°5 (662) 
gs Sees : ase 201-4 (367) | 575° (13,080) 993°9 (796) 
1905-6 ... 233°3 (425) | 653-7 (14,970) | 1,244°8 (997) 
1906-7 ... 257°7 (469) | 69671 (15,820) | 1,571-6 (1,258) 
1907-8 ... 293-0 (534) | 789°8 (17,950) | 1,829°8 (1,465) 














The value of gunny cloth exported, which was insignificant in 
the first quinquennium, is now three times as large as the value of 
gunny bags. The combined value of jute manufactures exported 
by sea in 1907-8 is fourteen times as great as the average value of 
the exports in the period 1879-80 to 1883-4. 

The exports of raw jute have increased more slowly, and in 
1907-8 were less than in 1906-7. The following figures show the 
quantities exported in each quinquennial period :— 





Nore. — Lakh of rupees = 6,666/. 
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Export of 
Raw Jute in 
millions of cwt. 

1879-80 to 1883-4 ... 7°5 (100) 
1884-5 to 1888-9 ... 8-9 (119) 
1889-90 to 1893-4 ... ; he iat fae see vn | 100 (133) 
OS EEG et EN eee 
1899-1900 to 1903-4 om wns ne ia we we | 127 (168) 
ES ee Loa tac) dane i. ik cade x ae ee 
5 sige ia ie gk ge gal in gm ttn ee 
1906-7 ci ste ae bine sie oe rom ihe «| 15°97 (213) 
1907-8 es sai sal ‘ite cia én sie ail -| 14:2 (189) 








The price of raw jute has risen considerably in this period. In 
1906-7 it reached Rs. 65 per bale, but there was a marked fall in 
1907-8. The following are the quinquennial average prices per 
bale (400 lbs.) of ordinary jute calculated from the price cur- 
rent published by the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, and of gunny 
cloth :— 








Average price of Jute, | Average price of Hes- 
Ce ordinary, sian Cloth 104 oz. 
per bale of 400 lbs. 40” per 100 yds. 
Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p 
1879-80 to 1883-4 oP ose | 28 8 O (100) 10 7 11 (100) 
1884-5 to 1888-9 se — .| 28 8 2 (99) 8 0 7 (77) 
1889-90 to 1893-4 cee ane | 32 6 5 (138) 10 6 6 (99) 
1894-5 to 1898-9 eee es ke 9 11 8 (93) 
1899-1900 to 1903-4... ree a a Ss Se ee 10 2 10 (97) 
gear areas Oe ee 9 14 0 (94 
1905-6 ... eee ove pie | 44 0 O (87) i Il 6 O (108) 
MR ice we me ae ee a ee oe oe ee 
1907-8 ... ee coe ose | 42 0 O (179) 13 6 O (127) 

















CONDITIONS AND PROSPECTS IN NORTH MANCHORIA. 


H.M. Vice-Consul at Hakodate (Mr. H. G. Parlett) has 
prepared a précis of an official report, compiled for the Japanese 
Foreign Office by the Japanese Consul-General at Harbin, on the 
subject of industrial, agricultural and commercial conditions and 
prospects in North Manchuria, from which the following extracts 
have been made :— 

Agriculture—Owing to the secrecy maintained by the Chinese 
officials, it is very difficult to ascertain the area of the land under 
cultivation, but it is probably about 4,417,000 shan* (about 
13,000 square miles), divided as follows :— 

Shan. 


MOM ibe ‘we vei one ... 2,897,000 
Amur... asd we me ... 1,520,000 





, See a ose ete ... 4,417,000 


* Shan = 1°36 acres ; koku = 4°96 bushels. 
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The estimated average harvest of 35,730,000 koku (177,210,875 
bushels) may be divided approximately as follows :— 














oe Koku. Bushels. . 
fe a ee 43,670,000 
Millet... ee wis waa ax wi ..-| 8,510,000 42,230,875 | 
Beans ... bie ote aie aba od “bd 6,790,000 33,695,375 
Wheat ... ES ot i od od ..-| 6,130,000 30,420,125 - 
Barley ... ‘ac sid ad via re abl 
Buckwheat nid nis re aid 5,480,000 27,194,500 
Indian corn, &c. 

Total tc Nang imighs > pale 177,210,875 











In the Amur Viceroyalty 1,140,000 shan of land have been put 
under cultivation recently. According to statements made by 
officials in that province, land tax is at this moment paid on 
1,000,000 shan only of developed land, but it is expected that 
sooner or later this will be increased to 3,000,000. There is no 
doubt that, with the carelessness of the officials themselves, 
the recent inrush of settlers, and the consequent rapid bringing 
into cultivation of waste land, instances of evasion of land tax 
are very numerous. In 1904 an Agricultural Department. was 
established in the Amur Viceroyalty, and energetic efforts are 
being made by it to attract settlers. 

The chief agricultural products of North Manchuria are kaoliang, 
millet, beans, tobacco and hemp. The first-named is to the North 
Chinaman what rice is to the Japanese. The grain is used as a food- 
stuff or for the distillation of spirits, and the stalks for fodder, fuel, 
roofing, plastering, grain bags, and for matting in the “‘ Kiang” or 
Manchurian store. Millet, which has a higher market value than 
the grain just mentioned, is the cereal most esteemed by the 
Manchurian farmer. It is used only among the wealthier classes. 
Beans, though exported in large quantities to Japan for food, are 
in Manchuria generally used for the manufacture of oil. Wheat 
has only come into notice among the native farmers since the 
advent of the Russians and the establishment by the latter of flour 
mills. It is now one of the most important items of trade, 
Tobacco is grown in the neighbourhood of Kilin more particularly. 
The quality is good and the leaf has a considerable sale over the 
whole of Manchuria as well as in Mongolia. Hemp is grown in 
the same district as tobacco. 

There are signs that the harvests of the country are gradually 
falling off. This is due chiefly to the lack of proper manuring, 
antiquated methods of agriculture, insufficient ploughing, and the 
absence of any system of rotation of crops. The implements in use 
are likewise of the most primitive kind, as may be inferred from 
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the prices paid for them. The most expensive is apparently the 
-winnower, which costs from 10 yen (1/.) upwards; next comes the 
plough, which costs 3 yen (6s.). The others are ‘purchaseable for 
& yen (2s.) or less. No artificial fertilizers are used. 


In North Manchuria agriculture is at the present moment entirely 
in the hands of the Chinese. Every year witnesses an increase in 
the production of cereals. At the present moment it is over 
35,000,000 koku (about 177,000,000 bushels), and when local 
demands have been satisfied, there still remains in the market a vast 
surplus (about 97,000,000 bushels). A small quantity of this sur- 
plus finds its way to Japan ; but it is the Russians who are the chief 
purchasers. The reason for this is the low productive power, 
owing to climatic and other conditions, of the soil in the Russian 
territories, and the resulting insufficiency of the crops raised to meet 
local demands. In consequence of this, Russian policy centres 
itself in an energetic fostering of the natural products of North 
Manchuria, the object being to base on the security of these 
foundations the Russian economic position in this part of the 
world. Thus it is that Russian mechanical industries have sprung 
into existence in Manchuria and attained in the course of a very 
few years to an extraordinary stage of development. Particularly 
is this the case with the manufacture of flour, the output of which 
is. so enormous that the Manchurian mills alone could easily supply 
the entire demand of Japan. The chief centre is Harbin, and it was 
in 1903, with the completion of the Chinese Eastern Railway, that 
the trade may be said to have entered on its era of prosperity. 
With remarkable rapidity eight flour mills were established in 
Harbin itself, two between Harbin and Kwanchengtzu, two. at 
Shuangchengpu, one at Hailin, and one at: Ashihho. 

The period of greatest activity was during the war, when the 
demand was practically unlimited. It is true the price of wheat 
was also very high ; but, as the market was entirely in the hands 
of the millers, this fact was of no great moment to them. During 
this brief period of prosperity tremendous profits were made. This 
encouraged speculation: fresh mills were built, and the newest 
machinery put up. Unfortunately, with the coming of peace the 
demand for flour dropped completely, and in many cases the former 
huge profits were swallowed up by the subsequent losses. 

In 1907 five of the Harbin flour mills were ama'gamated in a 
Syndicate with a capital of 3,500,000 roubles. It was hoped thus 
to combat the period of depression. But, as a matter of fact, the 
new amalgamation is virtually in the hands of the Russo-Chinese 
Bank. Five other mills in Harbin are still running independently, 
and these, with the syndicate and four others, made a total of fourteen 
mills still working. 

‘Other reasons, in addition to the high price of wheat already 
mentioned, which militate against the success of the Russian flour 
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mills, are the limited area of its sale and the difficulty of obtaining 
wheat at the desired time. The last is directly due to the high 
market price, and its immediate result is to compel mills to remain 
idle. As to the area of sale, that is limited to the railway line, 
'Trans-Baikalia, and the Amur Province. Manchurian flour has 
not yet appeared in foreign markets as a competitor with American. 
It is only recently that, owing to a more favourable rate of freight, 
it has been able to drive American flour from Vladivostok itself. 

In the matter of output the Russian mills can supply not only 
all the present needs of Manchuria, but also leave a huge surplus 
for export. What is required is energetic pushing on the part of 
manufacturers of the sale of their product abroad. This is still 
lacking ; nevertheless, there can be no doubt whatever that Japan 
and China are the destined markets for Manchurian flour. 

Foreign Trade.——The history of Manchurian foreign trade may 
be divided into two parts. The first dates from the building of 
the Chinese Eastern Railway ; the second from the Russo-Japanese 
war. Undoubtedly a trade of sorts existed before then, but it was 
of no great importance. In those early days the one port of export 
and import was Newchwang, but the establishment of the railway, 
the building of Dalny, and the use of the Sungari as a communi- 
cation route, dealt its prosperity a heavy blow. The outbreak of 
war gave a tremendous impetus to the already prosperous trade of 
the country. It was to Manchuria that not only the Russian troops 
(it is calculated that 85 per cent. of the provisions and fodder sup- 
plied them were of local production), but also all the inhabitants 
of the Russian Settlements in the Far East looked for their food- 
stuffs ; and though now a great part of the Russian railway has 
passed into Japanese possession, strenuous efforts are being 
made to prevent the diversion of northern trade to the south. 
These remarks, of course, apply mainly to export trade. Imports 
come, generally speaking, vid Changchun, from Newchwang, 
Shanghai and Tien-tsin. Changchun is the meeting-place, so 
to speak, of North and South Manchuria. Its trade has 
lately inczeased enormously, and the probability is that before 
long it will, as far as the markets of these territories are 
concerned, become of far more importance than the places just 
mentioned fer which it now acts as a distributing centre. Gener- 
ally speaking, then, the export trade travels north-east to Vladi- 
vostok, and the import trade comes from the south, via Newchwang. 
This is certainly the tendency at present, and it will probably 
long continue. If this be borne in mind, it will be seen that the 
South Manchurian Railway and the Chinese Eastern Railway will 
become the main routes for the import trade; the east and west 
sections of the Chinese Eastern Railway and the Sungari Railway 
the main routes for the export trade. For the local trade of the 
territory the following are the eight important routes :— 
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1, Changchun, Kilin, Ashih-ho, or Changchun, Kilin, Laliu, 
Ashihho, 

. Changchun-Petune. 

. Hulancheng-Petuanlintzu. 

Petuanlintzu-Payanhususu. 

. Ashihho-Sanshan. 

. Kilin-Ninguta. 

. Kilin-Gunchun. 

. Tsitsihar-Aigun. 


CO NI > Ot > CO DO 


Banking.—There are two public banking institutions in North 
Manchuria : the Russo-Chinese Bank and the purely Chinese insti- 
tution named Kwanchingkang. The latter, the capital of which 
is subscribed by the officials and private individuals of the Amur 
Province, is a limited liability company, under official supervision, 
with its head office at Tsitsihar. Its capital was originally 200,000 
dollars (2,000 shares), but has been recently increased to 500,000 
dollars. The business of the bank, in addition to ordinary exchange, 
is mainly the issue of bills of exchange and paper-money, It is, 
however, allowed to engage in other undertakings besides banking. 
Some time ago it was decided to start a mint; but the outbreak of 
the Russo-Japanese war necessitated the postponement of the 
scheme. Paper notes (Amur Viceroyalty official notes) of 1, 2, 3, 
5, 10, 50, and 100 tiao denominations were, however, printed in 
Shanghai, and are current throughout the Viceroyalty, being 
received as legal tender even in the payment of taxes. The 
accounts of this bank are, as stated above, subject to official super- 
vision. 

Chambers of Commerce and Public Assemblies—Chambers of 
Commerce (Chinese) exist at Harbin, Changchun, Kilin, Tsitsihar, 
and Petuanlintzu, with branches in most other towns. The func- 
tions of these bodies are mainly as follows :— 

The facilitation of the interchange of views between officials 
and merchants. 

The investigation of commercial conditions at home and 
abroad. 

Arbitration in commercial disputes. 

The registration of commercial contracts. 

The protection and encouragement of native industries. 

Attending to matters relating to printing rights, patents, 
and monopolies. 

The functions of public Assemblies are not dissimilar from those 
of Chambers of Commerce, though the sphere of the Assembly is 
somewhat more limited than that of the Chamber. Both, though 
existing primarily for commercial purposes, are yet in a way the 
mouthpieces of the people in dealings with the officials. Members 
are naturally business’ men, from among the chief of whom the 
officers of these societies are elected. Expenses are defrayed 
mainly by common contribution. 
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TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


UNITED KINGDOM - BULGARIA. 


An Additional Arrangement to the Commercial Convention of 

December 9th, 1905, between the United 

c Kingdom and Bulgaria, has recently been con- 
ee luded and is now in force 

Iron Bedsteads. “~"" ; . 

- The Convention of 1905 provided for a duty 
of 10 francs per 100 kilogs. on “iron or cast-iron bedsteads, 
ordinary, painted in one colour, and even with ornaments in 
relief,” and it has been held by the Bulgarian Customs Authorities 
that this rate did not apply to common iron bedsteads coated with 
a black preparation which was not technically a paint. Under the 
new agreement it is provided that the rate of 10 francs per 100 
kilogs. shall apply to :— 

‘Tron or cast-iron bedsteads, ordinary, painted, varnished or 
“‘ lacquered in one colour, and even with ornaments in relief.” 

The Agreement also modifies the final protocol to Art. VI. of 
the Convention, which was to the effect that articles of British 
origin or manufacture should on their entrance into Bulgaria be 
subject to the octroi and excise duties prescribed in certain laws. 
Alcohol and beer are under the new arrangement excepted from 
this provision on condition that when of British origin they may be 
not subjected to higher excise duties than those applicable to 
native produce of the same kind. 


Duty leviable on 





CEYLON. 


The “Ceylon Government Gazette” for 21st January, 1909, con- 
Ssieiael Waive. tains a notice stating that the rate of warehouse 
h Rent on et 38 increased, with effect from Ist January, 

cde ~ hol 1909, from 25 cents to 50 cents per ton per day 

p ' for allimported manure lodged in any Govern- 
ment warehouse in the Colony. Such manure shall be liable, after 
three days (exclusive of Sundays and holidays), to double rent for 
every 24 hours of such time as it may remain in the warehouse. 





DOMINION OF CANADA. 


A copy of an Appraisers’ Bulletin (No. 299), dated 25th January 
Cus last has been received from the. Canadian De- 
be news partment of Customs giving the following 

Customs tariff decisions, with effect from the 
under-mentioned dates, respecting the rates of duty leviable on 
various articles imported into the Dominion of Canada :— 
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DOMINION OF CANADA-~— continued. 























Rates of Import duty 
2 under the 
. on Date of 
Articles. = Operation. 
3 British q 1 
z Preferential Tariff 
Tariff. : 
Paper, baryta coated, when | | 
te be used in making blue | 
print paper 188 | | Jan. 25th, 1909 Free. Free. 
Creosoted paving blocks of | 
wood 506 | Feb. 15th, 1909 174 Yad val.| 25% ad val. 
Broken gypsum rock, not | | 
ground per sample, such 
as would pass a | 
4-inch screen one 292 | Jan. 25th, 1909 Free. Free. 

















COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 
A Copy of a Circular (No. 7 of 1909), dated 6th January, has been 
" Commerce Act. received from the Commonwealth Department 

Marking of of Trade and Customs, stating that the question 
_ Ka = has been asked if Kapok, or a mixture of Kapok 
cue —— and cotton, could be labelled ‘“ finest absorbent 
cotton,” or “ finest absorbent cotton wool,” for the purposes of the 
Australian Commerce Act. 

The Commonwealth Government have decided that such 
descriptions when applied to such goods are misleading, and would 
not be accepted. It is further stated that the name or names of 
the component materials should be stated on the label when 
necessary. 





SOUTH AFRICA. 


The Board of Trade have received copies of Customs Notices 
Gasesies (Nos. 101 and 102) giving various Customs 
aniitiads Tariff decisions which have been issued by order 

of the Board of Control respecting the rates of 
duty leviable on the following articles imported into the South 

African Customs Union :— 




















° Rebate allowed 
7, — goods, the 
Rates of produce or manu- 
: =) facture of the 
Articles. — Duty. United Kingdom 
& and reciprocating 
Colonies. 
No. 101. | 
| 
‘‘ Mining Price List and Market Review”  ...|43a@ 25% adval.| 3 % ad val. 
‘or 2d., per lb., 
| whichever 
| shall be the 
| greater. 
Patent automatic ony (w ~~ finder.. eee | 175! 15 YY adval.| 3%  ,, 
Stove bricks we abe p eee oe | 49/3520 5 3h on 





" i a ee eg eal Sane eae a ae SA - - zi = 
; —~<S a ae = eee tt Se ee eee = = 
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SOUTH AFRICA—continued. 














2 Rebate allowed 
7, aw goods, the 
3 ay Rate of | Produce or manu- 
Articles. z Duty. Bn yt oh 
a . and reciprocating 
Colonies. 
No. 102. 8. dd, &.. le 
*Acetic acid (other than glacial) of any strength | 40 
not exceeding the strength of proof : 
(a) In bottles or other vessels of a capacity 
of not more than one imp. quart, per imp. 
gail.... one oe abe tei see oe 0 1 
(6) In larger vessels or in bulk, per imp. gall. . 4 ea 


And in addition in either case for each 
degree in excess of the strength of | 
proof, per degree one seh aa 0 4 — BxS | 

*Glacial acetic acid : 
(a) In bottles or other vessels of a capacity 
of not more than one imp. quart, per 


imp. gall. ... _ pes we -_ 82. 5 7 ll 
(b) In larger vessels or in bulk, per imp. gall. 31 11 mh 
Paper, wrapping, printed on, name and address 
only one nas oss oe one .» |175)15 ZX advai.| 3% ad val. 














* Revised decisions. 


CAPE OF GOOD HOPE: 


Regulations Affecting Importation 
of Honey and Beeswax. 


ORANGE RIVER COLONY. ; 
The “Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette ” for 29th January 
contains a Customs notice stating that the 
Collector of Customs of the Orange River Colony 
has drawn attention to the fact that wines, 
spirits and spirituous preparations which are 





See Notice on p. 391. 





Customs warning 
as to correct 
Declaration of 


pene nae actually for consumption in the Orange River 
~ we Colony are consigned by rail to the Transvaal 
— for convenience of transport, and shown on the 


Customs Union Forms (C and D) as being for consumption in 
that Colony. 

The notice adds that the revenue of the Orange River Colony is 
thereby jeopardised, and consignors are warned of the necessity of 
correctly declaring the actual Colony of ultimate consumption, 
and of giving, whenever possible, the address of the consignee. 


The “ Orange River Colony Government Gazette” for 22nd January 
aiid ath dickens contains a Proclamation (No. 5 of 1909) 
tc ote Fl whereby the exportation of Angora rams or ewes 

to ea ~ the pagoone a atal, and the Cape r oe 

: , oO 1s permitted, In consequence of these 
Aten Coleies. elanien Seine enacted prohibitive legislation 
similar to that in force in the Orange River Colony under the 
“ Angora Export Prohibition Act, 1908.” 
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SIERRA LEONE. 


The Board of Trade have received {from the Colonial Secretary, 
. Sierra Leone, a copy of Customs Regulations 
Regulations = (No. 5 of 1909) dated 13th January last, rela- 


ae tive to the treatment of dutiable samples brought - 
rs “te by commercial travellers, and of non-consumable 
articles for the use of passengers in transit in 


Bemaples, Se. Sierra Leone. 

The Regulations provide that either a sum of money sufficient 
to cover the amount of duty on the articles imported shall be 
deposited by the importer with the Collector of Customs, or the 
importer shall enter into a bond with one or more sufficient 
sureties in a sam equal at least to the amount of such duty. 

If the articles are re-exported or placed in a bonded warehouse 
within one month (or such further period as may be allowed, not 
exceeding three months in all), the duty deposited shall be paid 
back to the importer or the bond discharged. 





RUSSIAN FAR EAST. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 641 of the 

Abolition of the ‘ Journal” for January 25th last, the Board of 

censrang: Tmatet Trade are now in receipt of information, through 

"the Foreign Office, to the effect that the Bill for 

the repeal of the duty-free importation of foreign goods into the 

Russian Far East, authorised by Imperial Ukase in 1904, received 
the Imperial sanction on 16th/29th January. 

The new Law, the date of enforcement of which has not yet been 
announced, provides that Customs duties shall be imposed on cer- 
tain foreign goods when imported into the Government-General of 
the Amur, both vid ports situated at the mouths of the Amur and 
to the south of the same, and vid the overland frontier, and also 
into the Trans-Baikal Territory of the Government-General of 
Irkutsk. The goods in question are those enumerated in certain 
specified sections of the Russian Customs Tariff for European 
trade and the duties thereon are to be levied in accordance with 
that Tariff, as modified by conventions. Other articles, including 
industrial and agricultural machinery, cast-iron, tinplate, iron and 
steel manufactures, ‘coal and coke, certain chemicals, &c., remain 
free of Customs duty on importation. Husked rice will be duti- 
able at the special rate of 45 copecks per poud (2s. 112d. per cwt.). 
Lists of dutiable and free articles may be consulted by persons 
interested at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 

The duty-free importation by the overland frontier bordering on 
China is also permitted as regards the following articles: 
certain undressed hides and skins, wool and down, uncombed, 
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unwashed or washed, undyed, mentioned in sections 54, 56 (3), 
181 (1), and skins undressed, undyed, of squirrel and marmot. 

The stipulations of the Customs Regulations and Tariff for 
European trade with respect to articles of which the importation 
is prohibited are to be applied, except as regards foreign silver 
money and preparations of swine’s flesh, the importation of which 
is permitted. Preparations of swine’s flesh in hermetically closed 
receptacles, however, may not be imported. The importation of 
rags of all kinds is also prohibited. 

Goods exported from the territories in question are to be free of 
export duties. Foreign goods which have paid the Customs duty 
to which they are liable may be exported trom Vladivostok and 
Nikolaieff-on-Amur to ports of the Sea of Okhotsk and of Behring 
Sea, with return of Customs duty. Articles which have paid 
Customs duty on importation into the Government-General of the 
Amur and the Trans-Baikal Territory of the Government-General 
of Irkutsk, are to be admitted vid Irkutsk Customs house duty 
free, with the exception of husked rice on which a supplementary 
duty of 60 copecks per poud is to be levied. Foreign goods 
imported into the territories in question from ports lying to the 
north of Nikolaieff-on-Amur, and from Sakhalin into ports of the 
Primorskaia Territory lying at the mouth of the Amur and to the 
south of the same are subject to duty as stated in the preceding 
paragraphs. 





FRANCE. 


The French “ Journal Officiel” for the 17th February contains a 
ne oe Presidential Decree, dated the 10th February, 
ss SGenee fixing as follows the quantities of coffee and 
from the Copeo °°? in the bean, the produce of the French 
District 5° — portion of the Conventional Basin of the Congo, 
which may be admitted into France at the re- 
duced rates of 124 and 95 francs per 100 kilogs., respectively, 
during the year 1909 :— 
Coffee ... ides aes ... 90,000 kilogs. 
Cocoa ... side sat ——— 8 8 8=— ae 


The same issue of the ‘ Journal Officiel” also contains a Presi- 
UES agers Wee dential Decree, dated the 10th February, fixing 
rsnbt vipa tna at 10,000 kilogs. the quantity of cocoa in the 
Y: bean, unhusked, the produce of Dahomey, which 

may be admitted into France during the year 1909 at halt the 
rates of duty prescribed by the French Tariff. 


The same issue of the “Journal Officiel ” contains a Presidential 
Decree, dated the 10th February, fixing at 

eae. 60,000 kilogs. the quantity of coffee, the pro- 
I Coast duce of the lvory Coast, which may be admitted 
— into France at a reduced rate of duty during 


the year 1909. 
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PORTUGAL. 
The Portuguese “ Diario do Governo” for the 10th February coa- 
tains a tariff of minimum values for use in the 
assessment of export duties on articles of Portu- 
guese produce in cases where such duties are 
levied ad valorem. This tariff, framed in pursuance of the Decree 
of the 6th February, 1902 (see p. 357 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” for the 22nd May, 1902) is to be in force during the 
first three months of the current year, and may be seen by persons 
interested on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch 


of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


Valuation Tariff 
for Exports. 





AUSTRIA-HUNGARY, 


Marking of Foreign g... sy otice on p. 393. 


Imported Hops. 





TURKEY, 

With reference to the notice at p. 659 of the ‘‘ Board of Trade 
Prohibition of Journal” for the 31st December last respecting 
Exportation of the prohibition of the exportation of wheat and 

Wheet end barley from the Basra Vilayet, the Board of 
aiiiee uae Trade are now in receipt, through the Foreign 
Basra fin et Office, of telegraphic information to the effect 
ye. that the prohibition above referred to has been 

extended to the 14th March next. 





PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. 

With reference to the notice which appeared at pages 493-4 of the 
‘“ Board of Trade Journal” for the 5th March, 
1908, respecting the issue of Customs Orders 
fixing the rates of storage to be charged at 
Philippine ports of entry on all goods remaining 
in Government warehouses or on Customs premises, and on 
baggage (personal effects) left in Customs custody, the Board of 
Trade are in receipt of a Customs circular modifying the Customs 
Orders above referred to. No change is made in the rates to be 
charged, but the provisions are in many cases altered or added to. 

The circular may be seen by persons interested at the Commer- 
cial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall 
Street, London, H.C. 3 


Storage Charges 
at 
Philippine Ports. 





CUBA. 
The Board of T:ade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of a 
Modification of  °°PY of a Decree of the Provisional Governor 
Import Duty on of Cuba, dated the 11th January, modifying 
Cette 4 ee les paragraphs 113, 129, 145 and 148 of the 
‘". Cuban Customs Tariff, as shown in the following 
statement :— , , 
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CUBA—continued. 
[The former tariff classification is shown in italic type. | 





Rate of Duty. 








=. 
Ee Tariff Classification. 
, Former. Present. 
113 | Cotton yarn and thread— Dols. cts. Dols. cts. 
In reels, skeins or rolls, for cro- 
cheting, embroidering or sewing... Kilog. nct 0 20* 
In skeins, spindles, or in any other 
form exclusively for the manu-| > See below. 
facture of tissues ... ese eee 0 15* 
In cordage and ropes } 100 kilogs. | 6 00* 
Cotton yarn and thread for crocheting, gross j 
embroidering or sewing, including the 
weight of the reels one .. | Kilog. net 0 33* _— 
129 | Threads or yarns (of hemp, flax, jute, 
&c.) — 
In recls, skeins or rolls sia ( Kilog. net 0 10f 


manufacture of which is rot ex- 
pressly classified in the Tariff 
Twisted yarns of two or more ends (in- 
cluding the weight of the reels) ; alsv 
the fibres of abaca, heniquen, pita, 
jute,and other vegetable fibres, - 
pared or manufactured in any y? way ...| Kilog.net 0 107 — 
145 | Woollen yarns or threads o-| 45% adval.|| | 25% ad val.|| 
148 | Silk or floss silk— 

Twisted in reels, skeins or in any 
otber form for rs or em- | 
broidering ... : 

In skeins or in any other form =| See below. 
exclusively for the manufacture 
of tissues... } 25 % ad ral.§ 

Silk or floss silk, spun ‘or twisted in 
skeins ... oe cee aes | 45% ad val§ — 


Vegetable fibres, the preparation or Rathitian J 
* 0 075t 


30 % ad ral.§ 














* With increase of 30 % under the Decree of February, 1906. 
t+ With increase of 20 %. 
|| With increase of 15 %. 
§ With increase of 45 %. 


HAITI. 

The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
information to the effect that, owing to the 
prevalence of smuggling and ‘other forms of 
fraud on the Haitian Customs authorities, 
Haitian Consuls have been informed that in 
future all manifests and invoices for goods exported to Haiti which 
they visé must contain a detailed description of the goods to which 
they relate, including the marks, counter-marks and numbers of the 
packages, the volume of each package, the nature and weight of 
the contents, and the price of the merchandise. Instructions have 
also been issued to Haitian Consuls with reference to the semaines 
export of Haitian produce. 





Measures for 
prevention of 
Smuggling, &c. 
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VENEZUELA, 


With reference to the notice at p. 333 of last week’s issue of the 
Tariff Classifica- Psy of Trade Journal ” respecting the tariff 
sn 60 iad, % assification | of wheat, the Board of Trade are 
now in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
copy and translation of a Venezuelan Presidential Decree, dated the 
llth January, by which wheat in grain as well as wheat flour, 
crushed wheat and groats are classified in the 3rd class of the Cus- 
toms Tariff, and become subject to the duty of 0°25 bolivar per 
kilogramme. 





SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT; 


NEW ZEALAND. 


H.M. Trade Commissioner for New Zealand (Mr. G. H. F’. Rolleston) 
reports that, owing to the low rates of freight 
~savectrePoaeenthey ruling in Australia, the direct liners “ia 
5 ’ decided to reduce rates of freight from New 
Zealand to London on all wool loaded into steamers after 
16th January as follows :--Greasy wool reduced from 4d. per lb. 
to #d. per lb.; washed and slipe wool reduced from ,%d. per lb. to 
4. per lb.; with 10 per cent. primage. 


Sa 


CAPE OF GOOD HOPE: 


H.M. Trade Commissioner for South Africa (Mr. R. Sothern 
Holland) has forwarded a copy of regulations 
framed by the Commissioner of Public Works 
for the Cape of Good Hope, under the provisions 
of Section 7 of Act 38 of 1908, prescribing increased wharfage 
dues at ‘able Bay, Port Elizabeth and East London, from the 
Ist March next. ‘The regulations, together with a copy of the Act 
referred to, may be consulted by British shippers and traders 
interested, on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch 
of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C, 





Increased 
Wharfage Dues. 





RUSSIA. 


According to the “Journal de St. Pétersbourg,” a new railway 
will shortly be built (which is taken to mean 
Proposed Railway that a concession has been applied for and may 
RE Sh FO may not eventually be granted), from St. 
burg, to Kinelle. Petersburg to Kinelle, through Rybinsk. This 
line would form the most direct communication with Tashkent and 
the provinces in Asiatic Russia. The length of the route is about 
2.000 versts (1,326 miles), and the cost is estimated at 100,000,000 
roubles (about 10,550,000/.). 
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FRANCE. 


H.M. Consul-General at Marseilles (Mr. M. C. Gurney, M.V.O.) 
reports that from 15th February a new port 
Bow Lert Sue ~ of 25 centimes per ton will be levied - all 
ot -Miareuaiines. shipping (except coasting vessels and ships of 
war) loading or discharging cargo at the port of Marseilles, to 
provide the necessary funds for the construction of the Madrague 
Dock. Vessels that pay the dues three times during a year (Ist 
January to 3lst December) will be oxompe from further payment 
during such year. 





ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


With reference to the notice on p. 1382 of the “ Board of Trade 
a Journal ” of the 16th July, 1908, relative to 
ie Sealine Argentine steamship services, in which mention 

P ‘is made of a service from Buenos Aires down 

the south coast to Punta Arenas, maintained by the Hamburg- 
South America Line, but sailing under the Argentine flag, H.M. 
Consul at Buenos Aires (Mr. A. C. Ross, C.B.) writes that this 
service, which is known as the Linea Nacional del Sud, receives no 
subsidy from either Germany or Argentina, but at the time the 
service was established the company obtained a guarantee from the 
Argentine Government that no future competitive line would be 
granted any subvention. The Linea Nacional dei Sud has now 
six steamers on the route. ‘The Consul remarks that they must get 
nearly all the wool from the small southern ports, as they can give 
direct bills of lading to Europe, transhipping in Buenos Aires to 
their own home-going vessels, without landing the wool, and yet 
complying with all the formalities of the Argentine Customs. 

The Consul adds that a new line has been started in Buenos 
Aires by Messrs. Perino & Company with two steamers. This 
line will hold a similar position to the Linea Nacional del Sud 
except that it has no European connection. 





MINERALS, METALS AND MACHINERY, 


UNITED KINGDOM, 


The Board of Trade held a formal investigation at Kirkcaldy on 
the 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th, and 11th January, into a 
the Boiler boiler explosion that occurred in a local 
Exslosions Act. colliery on the 22nd September, 1908. The 

apiations explosion was attributed to negligence on 
the part of the ovaers, their former manager and the present 
manager, who were ordered to pay 25/., 40/., and 151., respectively, 
towards the costs of the investigation. 


Enjuiry under 
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Minerals, Metals and Machinery. 


> —— —— + —-< —_— 


GERMANY. 





H.M. Consul-General at Dusseldorf (Dr. F. P. Koenig) draws 
attention to a“ price convention” formed in 
January by the manufacturers of drawn wire 
Wire and = a noe It of — a syndicate in the 
Wire Nails. strict sense of the word, but solely a convention 
with the object of keeping prices up. It has 
been formed owing to the fact that, through competition, manu- 
facturers have been working at a loss for some time past. The 
price convention agreed upon provides for an immediate rise in 
prices of 10 per cent. The Consul-General is informed that all 
German wire and wire nail manufacturers have joined the conven- 
tion, which is stated to be binding only for the German home 
market. 


Convention to 
regulate price of 





FRANCE (MADAGASCAR) 


H.M. Consul at Antananarivo (Mr. T. P. Porter) reports that the 
basis for the computation of the fixed tax of 
7 per cent. on gold and precious stones in 
Madagascar is for the current year maintained 
at the same rate as for 1908, viz., for gold, 
2 fr. 80 per gramme; for precious stones, 10 fr. per kilogramme 
for high-class stones, and 5 centimes per kilogramme for stones of 
inferior description. 


Basis of Tax on 
Gold and 
Precious Stones. 





YARNS AND TEXTILES. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the monthly return 

Cotton Spinni issued by the Indian Government, showing the 

a wc ne quantity of cotton yarn spun, and of cotton 

and weaving —_ woven goods produced, in each Province of 

ee. British India, and in the Native States, during 
November of each of the years 1906, 1907, and 1908. | 

The following is a summarised statement extracted from the 


above return, giving particulars for the eight months ended 
November, 1906, 1907, and 1908 :— 
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Yarns and Teatiles. 




















Eight Months ended November. 
1906, | 1907. 1908, 
BRITISH INDIA, BERAR, AND NATIVE 
STATES. 
Cotton yarn spun ... Lbs. | 446,293,446 | 425,490,229 | 428,199,695 
Grey and bleached piece § a] 93,091,526 | 103,199,627 | 101,936,533 
goods rards} 411,914,371 | 452,376.953 | 453,767,502 
eit aaliet § _Lbs.| 18,771,716 | 21,540,195 | 23,843,027 
oloured piece goods *) Yards} 76,294,211 88,645,501 | 94,524,923 
Grey and coloured sstitt axe 20 08s , 
(other than piece goods)* Lbs. 953,776 1,270,085 1,082,725 
Hosiery vee oes - 573,611 541,718 435,327 
Miscellaneous goods ove ‘ 221,513 146,307 177,950 




















- * The quantities of “ coloured piece sae * and of “grey and coloured goods 
(other than piece goods)” produced in the Native States not being separately 
stated, the total amounts are included in the figures given for “ coloured piece goods,” 


FRANCE. 
The British Vice-Consul at Croix (Mr. A. Faulkner) reports that 
during last year three wool-combing establish- 
ments, two in Roubaix, and the other a small 





Closing-down of 


Rit teen Al concern in the Fourmies district, were closed 
aa aienaned down. They comprised 286 four-foot cards, 


65 Holden, 90 Noble, and 84 German (Offer- 
man) combs. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 

H.M. Consul-Genera! at New Orleans (Mr. H. T. Carew Hunt) has 
forwarded an extract from a local newspaper 
reporting the arrival at New Orleans of the first 
cargo of Manila hemp ever consigned to that 
port, and the largest cargo of the commodity 
Binder Twine. °° received in the United States, amounting 

to 15,000 bales, of an estimated value of 
268,000 dols. The consignment is for experimental use in the 
manufacture of binder twine, and, if the experiments are successful, 
this material may be substituted for sisal grass or hennequen, the 
price of which has much increased recently. 





Consignment of 
Manila Hemp to 
New Orleans for 
Manufacture of 





JAPAN. 

H. M. Commercial Attaché at Yokohama (Mr. E. F. Crowe) has 
I forwarded a copy of the annual report of the 
pean Foreign Silk Piece-goods Merchants’ Associa- 
of Silk. beg oge. Be ae at agp 
tion of Yokohama, in which it is stated that 
from the Ist April next the inspection of silk at Fukui, the chief 
centre of the industry, will be carried out by the Prefectural 
Authorities and not by the local guild. This change was strongly 
urged in Mr. Crowe’s report on Habutae (Japanese manufactured 
silk) recently published by the Foreign Office (No. 672, Miscel- 

laneous Series). 











feb. 25, 1909.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 889 





AGRICULTURE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
from the inspectors and officers of Excise 
Corn Prices. in the week ended the 20th February, 1909, 
were as follows :— 
Wheat ee eee oe oe 343, Id. 
Barley one ese wae . 278 ld, 
Oats ees oy oon see On, 


For further particulars see 8 Dp. 396. 


A statement is published on p. 397, showing the quantities of 
tenerte ef Apri the various descriptions of agricultural produce 

4 iP Si imported into the United Kingdom during the 
culvural +Toduce, week ended the 20th February, 1909, as well 
as of the imports during the corresponding week of 1908, 


WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 

The Board of Trade Correspondent at Perth (Mr. J. Fairfax 
Sample of Stan- Conigrave) has forwarded a sample of the 
dard FAQ standard fair average quality Western Australian 
Wheat of 1908 r wheat for the harvest 1908-9 (see ‘‘ Board of 
““* Trade Journal” of 18th February, p. 339). The 
sample may be seen by British importers and traders interested on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 

Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


NATAL: 
The Board of Trade Correspondent at Durban (Mr. A. D. C. 
Exports of Maize Agnew) has forwarded the following statistics 
» nace nae of the exports of maize by sea from that port 
; during the years 1907 and 1908 :— 








— 














» Transvaal 





— 1907. | 1908. 
lbs, | lbs. 
From Natal 64,993,314 57,992,675 
5 Orange River Colony . 35,557,431 28,240,600 
2,521,649 22,965,000 
| 
| 





Total quantity... ... «| 103,072,394 





Canary Islands 


109,198,275 
» walee sat one ..| £211,169 | £251,494 

Chief destinations: | lbs. | lbs. 
United Kingdom | 38,448,540 | 21,408,891 
Cape Colony... ves! 17,339,652 | 984,965,589 
Australia 1,100,000 | 3,387,334 
Canada | — | 483,542 
Bombay | 50 104,560 
Continent ... es ah ree is ‘val a 066,111 45,855,644 
vs 1,850,041 | 2,936,970 





The above figures do not include maize al of which 
1,902,407 lbs., valued at 4,858/, were exported in 1907, and 
7,806,000 lbs, (24,4007.) in 1908. 
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Agriculture. 





SOUTHERN NIGERIA, 


According to a return published in the Southern Nigeria ‘‘ Govern- 
Exports of Palm ™e* Gazette ” of 20th January, the total exports 
on. hots Wlieestis of palm oil from that Colony in 1908 amounted 
eg aa roe “ to 17,757,187 gallons, as compared with 
— 18,332,553 gallons in 1907, and the exports of 
palm kernels in 1908 to 136,601 tons, as compared with 133,689 
tons in 1907. The exports of cotton from Southern Nigeria in 
1908 amounted to 418 bales (131,602 lbs.) of lint, valued at 
3,011/., and 789,197 lbs. of seed, valued at 1,056/. 





MEXICO. 


With reference to the notice on pp. 565-6 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” of llth June, 1908, relative to the 
guayule rubber industry in Mexico, and the 
statement of an American expert regarding the 
imminent exhaustion of the supply of guayule, H.M. Minister 
in Mexico now reports that he recently visited the newly established 
guayule factory at Saltillo of the Mexican Rubber Exploitation 
Company (Compajia Exuplotadora de Caoutchouce Meacana), a com- 
pany who have replaced the Anglo-Mexican Company, hitherto the 
principal organisation interested in the production of rubber from 
the guayule plant. The Company do not share the pessimistic 
views regarding the future of the industry entertained by the 
American expert, and they have invested a large capital in the new 
factory for the purpose of exploiting a new (secret) system of 
rubber production. They state that experiments have satisfied 
them conclusively that the guayule plant reproduces itself naturally 
and abundantly. The roots of the shrub extend to a considerabl 
distance in all directions, and new shoots spring from the roots, 
growing satisfactorily even after the present shrub has been cut 
down, Opinions differ about the life of the plant and the suitable 
time for cutting, but the generally accepted view is that between 
ten and twenty years must elapse before maturity is reached and 
the plant contains sufficient rubber for commercial purposes. 


Guayule Rubber 
Industry. 





MISCELLANEOUS, 


UNITED KINGDOM: 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended 18th February, 1909, 
Cotton Statistics. was 141,301 (including 277 bales British West 
Indian, 7 bales British West African, and 818 
bales British East African),-and the number imported during the 
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seven weeks ended the 18th February was 1,215,395 (including 956 
bales British West Indian, 138 bales British West African, 1524 
bales British East African and 182 bales foreign East African). 
The number of bales exported during the week ended the 18th 
February was 5,299 and during the seven weeks 51,563. 

For further details see p. 396. 





BRITISH INDIA. 


According to the “Indian Trade Journal” (Calcutta) of 4th 

g February, an important branch of the Chrome 

nake Skin = ‘Tanning Department in Madras during th 
Industry. anning Department in Madras during the 
last three or four years has been the curing 
of skins both of wild animals and of snakes. The chrome tanning 
process is well suited for the preservation of skins with the hair on, 
but it lends itself equally well for snake skins. Large numbers of 
such skins, which are in large demand for ladies’ belts, have been 
tanned, the principal skins being those of the python, the cobra and 
the Russel viper. ‘The quality of snake skins varies very consider- 
ably, and it depends upon the time which has elapsed since they 
last cast their skin. ‘The snake skin business has been found very 
profitable, but the market is an extremely limited one, and the 
industry is not capable of any very extensive development. 

The “ Indian Trade Journal” adds that the Chrome Tanning 
Department have just completed arrangements for the tanning of a 
variety of fish skins to ascertain whether any of them are likely to 
have a commercial value. 


CAPE OF GOOD HOPE: 


The Board of Trade Correspondent at Cape Town (Mr. E. J. 

Cattell) reports that several consignments of 

affecting honey recently arriving at that port have been 

Seeiniaiiem: of rejected on account of omission to comply with 

sabe ee" the terms of the Governor's Proclamation 

es tng (No. 394 of 1908)* prohibiting the introduction 

of honey and beeswax into the Colony except 

under written permit previously obtained from the Secretary for 

Agriculture, under such restrictions or safeguards as may seem to 
him expedient or necessary. 


SOMALILAND PROTECTORATE: 


A copy of the “ Wireless Telegraphs Ordinance, 1908” (No. 6 of 
itetien sinniiea 1908) has been received, which provides that 
for seaiieidiain no person shall use or establish any apparatus 
f Wirel or installation for the purpose of operating 
ph iene wireless telegraphs in the Somaliland Protecto- 


Telegraph rate without a licence from the Commissioner. 
Apparatus. 





Regulations 








* Referred to on p. 564 of the “ Board of Trade Journal” of 17th December, 1908. 





-—! 
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EGYPT: 


The following statistics of the imports into Egypt from principal 

countries in the year 1908, as compared with 

Trade in 1908. the preceding year, are extracted from the 
Egyptian official trade returns :— 























Imports. 
- . , Percentage | | Percentage 
ce ote agg RS MR of Total 1908. | of Total 
: — | Imports. | | Imports. 
£1. | | £E. 
United nese ses | 8,492,847 82°5 | 8,264,813 32°9 
France .. ve or eek RAERCBO 121 =| 2,915,817 | 116 
Turkey... . vee wee 2,973,108 113 | 8,192,976 12°7 
Austria-Hungary én .| 2,059,423 | 78 | 1,632,273 6°5 
Germany... See ae 53 =—||—s«:1,118,997 4°4 
Italy ... 1,361,449 | 52 | 1,187,786 4°7 
British Possessions in F ar East 1,086,827 | 4°2 | 993,388 69 
Belgium ve mi | 1,027,590 | 39 | 725.747 2°8 
Other countries nae .-.| 4,560,268 | 17°7 | 5,068,600 20 5 
Total = ...| 26,120,7 783 | 1000 =| 25,100,397 | 1000 








The total Exports in 1908 amounted to £E 21,315,673, as 
compared with £E 28,013,185 in 1907. 





FRANCE. 


With reference to the notice on p. 164 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” of the 28th January, relative to the 
use of motor boats in the sardine fishing in- 
dustry at Arcachon, H.M. Consul at Bordeaux 
(Mr. R. D. G. Macdonald) reports that during the last two years 
a complete transformation has been effected in the fishing fleet 
of Arcachon, by the application to the “ pinasses” or canoes 
used by fishermen, of petrol engines varying from 7 to 16 h.p. 
Almost all these engines are of French, and the greater part of 
local, manufacture ; a few cheap American engines have been im- 
ported, but have, if is understood, not given satisfaction. There 
is, as far as can be ascertained, only one British engine in use, and 
it is not considered that British machines, which are more costly to 
buy and subject to Customs duty, can compete against French 
engines. ‘The latter are therefore likely to hold the field against 
all competitors. 

The fishing canoes, which are not very seaworthy boats, are 
quickly and cheaply built at Arcachon and La Teste, especially at 
the latter village, whose inhabitants have special forest rights, en- 
abling them to procure pine timber at a merely nominal cost. The 
use of petrol is found to be so expensive that some canoe owners 


Sardine Fishing 
at Arcachon. 
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are showing a preference for paraffin engines, and the Mayor of 
Arcachon states that it is quite possible that both petrol and 
paraffin engines may shortly give place to steam power. 

Since the use of petrol engines the catches of sardines and 
other fish have considerably increased, but it is not certain whether 
this increase is due to the shoals of sardines having come further 
south or to the fact that the new motive power enables the boats to 
seek them at longer distances from shore. 

H.M. Consul adds that several sardine factories have been 
recently erected in the neighbourhood of the Bay of Arcachon, 
and there are, therefore, good grounds for anticipating a consider- 
able development in the fishing industry, provided that this very 
uncertain fish continues to frequent that coast. 





AUSTRIA~HUNGARY,. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, from 
= the Austro-Hungarian Ambassador in London, 
Marking of Hops copy of the Austrian Law of 17th March, 

= Sane. 1907, with regard to the marking of hops, and 
of the Decree, dated 12th October, 1907, carrying it into effect, to 
which the Austrian Ministry of Agriculture wishes that attention 
should be drawn in those countries to which Austrian hops are 
exported. 

This legislation provides that any geographical designation 
applied to hops in the course of trade in Austria must be 
accurate, whether such designation be applied to receptacles con- 
taining hops or whether it is used in price-lists, business letters, 
bills of lading, invoices, or other documents relating to hops, such 
as certificates of origin, &c.* Certain hop-producing areas in 
Austria are carefully delimited with a view to the use of such terri- 
torial designations in describing hops; other geographical parti- 
culars, such as the name of the estate or the parish where hops 
were produced, may be added, but in any case where a geographical 
designation is used the name of the State must be indicated. It is, 
however, provided that in the case of geographical designations in 
common use in the hop trade which do not accurately describe the 
origin of the hops: but are used to distinguish particular varieties, 
the application of the law may be postponed, and accordingly the 
regulations prescribe that the English words ‘‘ Bohemian hops,” 
when applied to hops intended for export, will not be considered a 
geographical designation within the meaning of the law until five 
years after the date when the law came into operation, 1.¢., until 
September, 1912. 





* If, however, the origin of the hops is stated in invoice, ¢ccount, business 
letter or the like it must also be marked on the receptacle. 
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Any foreign hops sold or forming an article of trade in Austria 
must be marked with the name of the country in which 
they are produced. The marking of the country of origin on re- 
ceptacles containing hops must. be effected in black indelible 
letters of a height of at least 10 centimetres in the case of bales, 
sacks, or boxes. 

Provision is also made for the recognition of certain public in- 
stitutions (‘‘ Hopfensignierhallen”) which may be established by 
municipalities or other organs of local government, or by 
associations, to attest the origin of hops. 

The full text of the Law (in German) may be seen at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 





BOLIVIA. 


The following information has been received from the British 
Revistration of Consulate at La Paz in amplification of that 
Trade Marks given on p. 368 of the ‘Board of Trade 

* Journal” of the 20th August, 1908, relative to 
the registration of trade marks in Bolivia :— 
The usual expenses (of registration) are as follows :— 





Bolivianos. 
Cost of registration and payment of Government 
taxes for ten years we vee ma ... 66:00 
Agents’ fees on vai son 7. ... 40°00 
Consular fees vl ws xs (about) 13°00 
Total as ee ... Bs. 124-00 


The exchange can generally be calculated at 13 bolivianos to the 
£, but it is advisable to remit 10/. to cover any difference and 
allow for any other expenses arising. 

The documents may be sent to the Consulate, La Paz, who 
will undertake the registration. Trade marks may be registered 
for any period desired, but it is usually done for ten years. 

A specimen of the necessary form of power of attorney (in 
Spanish) may be seen by British firms on application at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 





JAPAN. 


H.M. Consul at Tainan (Mr. A. E. Wileman) makes the following 
observations on the Japanese import trade in 

Sugar Supplies. sugar :— 
The imports of sugar into Japan from foreign 
countries in 1907 amounted to a value of 2,027,900/., as compared 
with 2,421,9001. in- 1906 and 1,899,2001. in 1905—the bulk in 
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each year being from the Dutch Indies. These figures do not 
include the imports from Formosa: the exports of raw sugar 
from the Formosan ports of Anping and Takow to Japan amounted 
in 1907 to 52,696 tons, valued at 733,1421. 

“It is obvious,” Mr. Wileman remarks, “ that Japan has not 
hitherto depended alone on her colony, Formosa, distant about 
1,000 miles trom the mother country, for her supplies of sugar. 
Corea and Manchuria are at present only importers, so that these 
countries are out of the question for Japan to draw from, but it is 
the intention of Japan to encourage the planting of beet in Man- 
churia,* and it is not at ail impossible that in time that country 
may become une of the sources from which Japan will obtain 
sugar. 

‘‘ Japanese supplies of the higher grades have hitherto come 
from Germany and Austria-Hungary, and also from Russia until 
the commencement of the war. For the lower grades she draws 
upon Java, the Philippines and Formosa, these being mainly used 
for making cakes, &c. 

‘‘As there is no reason why the production of Formosa should 
not in time be quadrupled, it is possible that Formosa may even- 
tually become the principal source of supply to Japan, and in that 
case the sugars to be first affected will be those imported from Java 
and the Philippines. In fact the Formosan centrifugals produced 
by the modern mills are already, to some extent, displacing the 
products of those two countries, more especially as regards Java ; 
and in view of the fact that Formosan sugars are admitted free of 
duty into Japan, it stands to reason that neither Java nor the 
Philippines will be able to compete, and must eventually give way 
as the exports from Formosa to Japan increase.” 





JAPANESE SAGHALIEN (KARAFUTO). 


H.M. Vice-Consul at Hakodate (Mr. H. G. Parlett) reports that, with 
Regulations a view to the protection of the natives of Sag- 
diadiahe halien, the Japanese Authorities in the island 
Wishie Ri a have recently introduced certain changes in the 
B meats. fishing regulations in force in the districts under 
their control. The sale of fishing rights granted to natives is for- 
bidden, and the system of tender for fishing rights by open com- 
petition is to be replaced by nomination in the case of aborigines. 
The profits arising from native fishing rights, hitherto chiefly 
absorbed in tribute to the tribal chieftains, are in future to be 
paid into a general fund, controlled by the Chief Administrator, to 
be used for purposes of education, support, relief and sanitation 
among the natives, 





* See “ Board of Trade Journal” of 5th November, 1908, p. 285. 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Cotton Returns. 
Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported at the 
Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the week and 7 weeks ended 
18th February, 1909 :— 





























| Week ended! ‘ henry Week ended ‘ int-org 

satehaun 18th Feb., | , <2“ 18th Feb., ge 

1909 18th Feb., 1909 18th Feb., 
’ 1909. , 1909. 
IMPORTS. EXPORTS. 

Bales. Bales. Bales. Bales. 
ne eee ae 1,065,651 3,877 37,205 
Brazilian = sea ei —— 5,243 — 870 
Kast Indian... ... ...| 8,870 17,185 1,297 8.664 
Egyptian em seal eae 10,147 119,019 110 4,213 
Miscellaneous see she 1,557* 8,2977 15 611 
Total sain ‘ ...| 141,30} 1,215,395 5,299 51,563 

















* Including 277 bales British West Indian, 7 bales British West African and 
818 bales British East African. 

+ Including 956 bales British West Indian, 138 bales British West African, 1,524 
bales British East African and 182 bales foreign East African. 

NoTE.—Cotton “in transit” or “for transhipment under bond,” if described 
as such in the ships’ reports, is not included in this return. 





Corn Prices. 


Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter of 
8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors and Officers of 
Excise in the week ended 20th February, 1909, and corresponding weeks of the 
seven previous years pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 





Average Price. 





Wheat. Barley. Oats. 
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Week ended 20th February,1909 ...  ...| 34 
Corresponding week in — 
1902 ... ete oe 


; ose ove ee . on 26 «68 20 5 
1903 ... eee eee ove oe — se 8 23 2 ae 
190¢ ... eee eee eee oe i ae 22 4 16 3 
1906 ... eee soo ove eee iol Oe 8 25 0 16 10 
1906 ... eco eee ove ose of 28 10 25 4 19 O 
1907 ... eee oss ooo eee .-.| 26 10 24 2 | an 
1908 ... ove ose eve eee oa’ was 2 en ie ee 














* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be mace at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats, 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 
Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural Produce 

imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 20th February, 1909, 

together with the quantities imported in the corresponding week of the 


ee 





previous year. 








Week ended | Correspond- 
_—_- 20th Feb., | ing Week in 
1909. 1908. 
Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves oe  oes| Number 4,746 7.957 
Sheep andlambs.s. tests we 2,035 
Swine eee eee eee eee eee ee aa a 8 —_ 
Horses eee eee eee eee ese ee 99 334 2415 
Fresh meat :— 
Beef (including refrigerated and frozen) ... Cwts, 155,506 89,235 
Mutton ,, - a Saban ” 114,962 46,761 
Pork ~ ° - eo . 11.603 14,600 
Meat, unenumerated, fresh (including re- % 15,205 10,196 
frigerated and frozen) 
Salted ur preserved meat :— 
eee Ge ie’ es ek ee 96,029 118.749 
Beef eee eee eee eee eee eee ” 1,705 2,010 
Hams... ose eee ove eee o- - 26,093 20,928 
Pork eee eee eee eee eee eee b 4,945 7.856 
Meat, unenumerated, salted ... ese ses ~ 1,290 1,126 
» preserved otherwise than by salting ~ 10,357 5,852 
(including tinned and canned) 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— 
Butter eee eee eee eee eee ee Cwtsa. 108,465 82,906 
Margarine eee eee eee see . 99 16,244 27,618 
Cheese... eee one ne coe ase! - 42,979 17,746 
Milk, fresh, in cans or drums coe eco] - _— 76 
” cream eee eee eee eee . ” 164 103 
» condensed coe eee oe oe. | ” 19,488 18,695 
»» preserved, other kinds... ove eee . 271 310 
Eggs eee ae re oe 225,460 253,441 
ee de. Xe) a Se de eee lg 31.658 55,030 
Game one cee eee eve eee oe] - 2,152 | 2,335 
Rabbits, dead (fresh and frozen) eae 7,478 | 7,008 
Lard eee eee eee eee eee » °| rT} 57,784 | 60,102 
Corn, grain, meal, and flour :— 
es os | eT OS 3 ae Cee: el ee 1,165,000 | 1,428.200 
Wheat meal and flour ove eve on - 217,400 | 244,200 
Barley ... eco eee ese eee ee 99 241,900 | 249,200 
Oats eee tee eee eee ee ee ” 39 l ,900 192,000 
Peas ae eee eee eee eee ee +) | 23,050 | 22,490 
OO TE aR ee ‘ os i 29,950 | 42,810 
Maize or Indian corn ... =e oe ove] = 512,800 | 837,700 
Fruit, raw :— | | 
Apples ... cee eee eee ese | Owts. 63,236 | 63,904 
Apricots and peaches ... eee sian oe) . 230 | 131 
Gn ns aunt aan: eh co 91,960 | 116,922 
er dea ehh? Sane 2) ee a Sed - | oo 
Currants eee eee eee eee eee ” — = 
Gooseberries exe éce ave eve - — _ 
Grapes ... cee eee oce eee oe a 190 586 
Lemons ... ows o _ ead de o 13.697 26,743 
Oranges ... sce gee eee : eee a 256,972 | 240,760 
Pears eee eee eee eee eee eee) 99 #81 1,348 
Plums ... eee cos oon , ‘ond “ 2si | 299 
Strawberries... ose eee ove ove] 98 _— | _ 
Unenumerated ... ose ove ; . 226 120 
Hay ... ose ese ove eee , Tons. 761 515 
Straw ose cee ove eve oce ‘ ~ 473 d64 
Moss litter eco ove - 9” 1,357 1,515 
ops eee eee eee eee eee ° Cwts. 1,960 7,140 
Locust beans ove eco ooo eee ° - 18,662 52,608 
V ezetables, raw :— 
Onions wae vee oneness] Bushee. 161,575 211,474 
Potatoes ove eee eee eee oo | Cwta. 15,846 140,168 
Tomatoes hit ec eee ome eas ia 22,651 14,245 
Uncnumerated ... oo ose one . | Value Z 11,335 8,013 
Vegetables, dried ... eee one eve be | 5,050 3,715 
i p-eserved by canning a ae - 6,169 8,533 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of January, 1909, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, mfay be purchased at a cost, in the present instance, 
of 10d. per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, from 
Messrs. Wyman & Sons, Fetter Lane, E.C., and 32, Abingdon 
Street, S.W.; or Messrs. Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh; or Edward 
Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that two volumes and a 
Supplement of the “‘ Annual Statement of the Trade of the United 
Kingdom with Foreign Countries and British Possessions” for the 
year 1907 have been issued, and may be purchased at any of the 
addresses enumerated above at a cost of 5s. 7d. for the first volume, 
8s. 4d. for the second volume, and 3s. 10d. for the supplement. This 
publication, which contains much more detailed and exhaustive in- 
formation than can be given in the Monthly Accounts, gives in the 
first volume abstract tables for the years 1903-1907, and detailed 
statements of imports and exports of each article (from and to 
each country), in the second volume details as to Customs 
revenue, transhipments and articles in bond, with particulars of 
the trade of the United Kingdom with each foreign country and 
British possession, and of the trade at each port of the United 
Kingdom, and in the Supplement abstract and detailed tables 
showing countries of consignment of imports and countries of 
ultimate destination of exports. 


BOARD OF TRADE LABOUR GAZETTE. 

The “ Board of Trade Labour Gazette”* is published by the 
Board of Trade on the 16th of each month. The following are 
among the more important articles which appear in the February 
issue :—State of the Labour Market in January; Census of 
Paupers in the United Kingdom; Afforestation and Unemploy- 
ment; Accident, Old Age, and Infirmity Insurance in Germany in 
1907; Profit-Sharing in 1907-8; Recent Conciliation Cases. 


OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATION. 
Coal Tables, 1907. 377. Price 6d. 


This return, which has been prepared in the Commercial, Labour 
and Statistical Department of the Board of Trade, contains 
statistical tables relating to the production, consumption, and 
imports and exports of coa! in the British Empire and the 
principal foreign countries in each year frum 1885 to 1907, as far 
as the particulars can be stated; together with statements showing 
the production of lignite and petroleum in the principal producing 
countries for a series of years (in continuation of Parliamentary 
Paper No. 349, of Session 1907.) 





—— 


* It can be purchased through any newsagent, price ld. 
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Confidential information. 


The Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade has 
for several years been in the habit of forwarding to Chambers of 
Commerce for the confidential use of their members, but not for 
publication, information (chiefly as to openings abroad for British 
trade) to which it has appeared desirable in the interests of 
British trade to draw attention confidentially. The plan met 
with general approval, and last year, in order to attain more fully 
the purpose of the Board, namely, to reach all British manufac- 
turers or traders interested, it was decided, on the recom- 
mendation of the Commercial Intelligence Committee, to sup- 
plement the above-mentioned system by opening at the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., a 
Register of British firms who might desire to receive confidential 
information relative to their respective trades. The Register was 
opened in January, 1907, and a considerable number of British 
firms have since applied and had their names entered. 

British firms desiring to have their names entered on this 
Register should fill up and forward to the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch a form of application, copies of which may be obtained 
at the offices of the Branch. 

The admission to the Register, as well as the retention upon it, 
of any firm is at the discretion of the Board of Trade. 

No charge is made for information supplied, but every firm 
admitted to the Register is required to become a subscriber to the 
‘Board of Trade Journal” (and to register as such with the sale 
agents, Messrs. Wyman & Sons, Limited, Fetter Lane, London, 
E.C.), in order to ensure that those who are desirous of receiving 
such confidential information should first be in possession of all 
the official information relating to their particular trade which 
is published in that Journal. The annual subscription to the 
Journal, including, postage, is 15s. 2d. 

The present scheme is provisional and experimental, and its 
continuance and future development will depend on the results of 
experience. 

Note.—Apart from the srecial Register, the Branch is always 
ready to answer, as far a; possible, enquiries on specific questions 
in the interest of British trade. 
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Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade. 

The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of 
the Board of Trade (73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C.) is 
intended to be a centre at which information on all subjects of 
commercial interest shall be collected and classified in a form 
convenient for reference, and at which, so far as the interests of 
British trade permit, replies shall be given to enquiries by traders 
on commercial matters. On application being made to it either 
personally or by letter, the Branch supplies, so far as is possible, 
information with regard to the following subjects, viz. : Commercial 
Statistics; Matters relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs and 
Customs Regulations ; Lists of Firms Abroad engaged in particular 
lines of business in different localities; Foreign and Colonial 
Contracts open to Tender ; Sources of Supply, Prices, &c., of Trade 
Products ; Forms of Certificates of Origin ; Regulations concerning 
Commercial Travellers, &c., &c. 

There is a Sample Room at the offices of the Branch, where, in 
addition to samples illustrative of reports of H.M. Consuls or of 
the Correspondents or Special Commissioners of the Board of 
Trade, specimens of special interest that may be received from 
India, the Colonies, &c., are exhibited from time to time. 

The Governments of Canada and Queensland have established, 
in proximity to the Commercial Intelligence Branch, at 73, Basing- 
hall Street, special offices for dealing with trade matters (see below). 

The “ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through 
which intelligence collected by the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch, and intended for general information, is conveyed to the 
public. The ‘ Journal” is issued weekly at the price of 3d. All 
applications respecting subscription, or the purchase of single 
copies, should be addressed in London to Messrs. Wyman & Sons, 
Ltd., Fetter Lane, E.C. ; in Edinburgh to Messrs. Oliver & Boyd ; 
and in Dublin to Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street. Copies 
may also be obtained from Messrs. G. Street & Co., Ltd., 30, 
Cornhill, E.C. 

All communications intended for the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade should be addressed to: The 
Director, Commercial Intelligence Branch, Board of Trade, 73, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 





Colonial Trade Enquiry Offices. 


Trade Enquiry Offices are maintained in London by certain 
Colonial Governments at the following addresses :— 

Canada ... ie ... 79, Basinghall Street, E.C. 

Commonwealthof Australia 72, Victoria Street, S.W. 

New Zealand .... ... 13, Victoria Street, S.W. 

Queensland ore ... 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 

Victoria ai ... 142, Queen Victoria Street, E.C. 

New South Wales ... 1238-5, Cannon Street, F.C. 

South Australia... ... 28, Bishopsgate Street Within, E.C 

Cape of Good Hop ... 98, Victoria Street, S.W. 

Natal... sn ... 26, Victoria Street, S.W. 
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